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INTRODUCTION

Geruart HauPTMANY was born on the 15th Navem
ber 1862 at Obersalzbrunn in Silesra where hs father
owned 2 small hotel Even as a child Gerhart showed
syms of an exceptional personality being content with
his own pany and thoughts rather than p P
ing with his brothers and other children in the normal
pursuits of youngsters There was no schaol at the Intle
spa and he was sent to a grammar school at Breslan
where he was not a parucularly bnlhant scholar and
he made no great success of orthodot education His
father 1n the hopes of finding the nght career for um
placed hum on the farm of an uncle to learn agniculture
but after two years 1t was obvious that hus explonng
mind could not find satisfaction mn farm work Gerhart
returned to Breslau hopmg to find more congenml
study by attending an art school but agan this was
not a success From there he went to Jena for a year
and became a student at the umversity He heard lec
tures n science hustory and philosophy from among
others such well known philosophers as Haeckel
and Euchen Followmg these studies, he travelled
extensively through Switzerland Spam and Iraly and
eventually estabhshed humself as a sculptor m Rome
A severe illness however forced lum to give up this
career and m 1884 he returned home to Germany
After staying a few months m Dresden he finally
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INTRODUCTION

scrtled 1n Berlin in 1885 bringing with hum his young
wife the sister 1n law of one of tus brothers

The peniod of irresolution and unsteadiness wasnow at
an end Hauptmann met the members of the Freie
Buhne anassoctation of y oung writers and poets in Ber
In and suddenly recogmzed hss vocatson to be a witer

He wrote his first drama m 1889 Vor Somnenzuf
gang, a hterary achicvement of the hughest significance
10 s proncening movement toward reahsm s first
performance caused a theatncal scandal but 1t was
immediately acclumed as a masterpiece and his name
was made famous all over Germany In 1892 there
followed Die W eber which was an even greater suc
cess and indeed was a milestone 1n German heerary hts
tory Here for the first ume the suffering masses act as
the heroof a play The bourgeois audience was shocked

Hauptmann s fame 1s based on his dramatic work
After Die 15 cher there followed hollege Crampton
(1892) Der Biberpel., (1893) Florian Geyer (1896)
Fubrimann Henschel (1898) Michael Rramer (1900)
Der rote Habn (190t) Rose Bernd (1903) Liga {1905)
Die Jungfern vom Bischofsberg (1908) Die Ratten
(1911) The dramas have not lost their appeal to present
day audiences and are sull produced not only in
German theatres but on other Luropean stages It was
chiefly for these plays thas Gerhart Hauptmann
recens ed the Nobel prize m 1912

Although Hauptmann 1s considered one of the
greatest exponents of Naturalism in German literature
choosing as his themes the joys sorrows and even the
ughness of everyday hfe among the common people
many of his wrtings would classify him also as a
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INTRODUCTION
Romantic Among his early dramas were dream vistons
Hanneles Hmmnelfabrt (1895) fairy tales Die versunk
ene Glocke (1896) Und Pippa tanze (1906) folk tales
and sagas Der arme Hesnrich (1902) and Griselda Der
aesse Hedand and Indspobds (1920)

In Dorothea Angermann (1926) and Vor Sonnenun
tergang (1932) Hauptmann reverted to hus theme of the
sufferings of the lower classes As he grew older he
became attracted to demonic subjects such as those he
found n the old Greek sagas of the Atndes and he
wrote Iph m Delplr 4 Tod Elektra
and Iphigente 1n Aubs (1941 3)

There 15 scarcely an aruistic subject which he did not
mclude n his writings and he used almost every literary
form the drama the novel the novella the short story
and poetry In the novella form Der hetzer von
Soana 1s a masterprece of extraordinary beauty

Although his literary fame was umwversally acclammed
and hss plays were mcluded 1n the repervorres of all the
more mmportant theatres n Germany toward the end
of his days Hauptmann fumself ived a quiet and modest
Ife 1n Agnetendorf a small town mn the beautiful
Riesengebirge m Silesia where he had settled 1 18g;
There he stayed with short interruptions untit the end
of his hfe The Hitler regime brought no difference to
his way of life—as an old man he was fully immersed
mn his work Real tragedy came when i 194¢ the Poles
occupied his beloved homeland He witnessed mulhions
of hus fellow countrymen bemng driven away from therr
homesteads forced westwards as refugees he was one of
the few allowed to stay on alone in Agnetendorf to awarr
hisdeath which oceurred the following year (1946)
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THE HERETIC OF SOANA

TIAVELLERS can set out for the summut of Monte
Generoso from Mendrsio or by the cog road from
Capolago or from Melide vra Soana where the road 1s
most arduous The entire district belongs to Ticmno a
Swiss canton of Itahan population

At agrear height mountamn chmbers not infrequently
came upon the figure of 2 bespectacled goatherd whose
extenior was striking i still other respects The face
ndicated a man of education despite the tanned skin
He looled not unlke the bronze statue of John the
Bapust by Donatello 1n the cathedral at Siena His hair
was dark and fell i curls over his brown shoulders
His clothing consisted of goatshin

‘When a troop of strangers approached tlus man
the gmdes commonly began to laugh Then when
the tounsts saw him they often burst out into unman
nerly guffaws or made provocanve remarks they felt
justified by the strangeness of the sight. The herdsman
pad no attention to them He did not even turn hus
head

All the gudes really seemed to be on good terms
with lim  Often they would clamber up to hum and
have long confidentral talks with lum When they
returned and were ashed by the tournsts what sort of
strange samt he was they would usually observe a
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THE HERETIC OF SOANA

mysterious silence unul he was out of ear shot But
those trasellers whose currosity was stll acttve would
then find that this person had an obscure fustory and
popularly designated as the heretic of Soana enjoyed
2 dubious esteem mingled with superstitious fear

When the writer of these pages was still young n years
and often had the good fortune to spend glorious weeks
i beavuful Soana 1t was inevitable thar he should
ascend Generoso now and then and that he too should
catch 2 ghmpse one day of the so called heretic of
Soana He did not forget the mans appearance And
after he had collected all sorts of contradictory infor
mation about him there npened within lum the
resoli ¢ to see him again ndeed to make hum 2n acrual
visit

The wnter was strengthened n hts purpose by 2
German Swiss the physician of Soana who assured
him that the eccentric fellow was not averse to recery
ing visits from educated persons He humself had once
called on lum I really ought to be angry with him
sadhe beeause the fellow encroaches on my preserves
But he lives so high up so far away and 15 only con
sulted thank heaven 1n secret by those few who would
not object 1o being cured by the devil The physician
contmued  You must know that the people belteve he
had sold himself to the devil a view which s not con
tested by the clergy because they ongmated 1t In the
beginmung they say the man fell a prey to an evil spell,
until he himself became 2 confirmed villian and 3 helish
sorcerer As for me I did not notice that he had erther
talons or homs on him
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THE WERETIC OF SOANA
Of his visits to this strange person the writer sey1) |
an evact recollection The manner of the first
was remarhable A special circumstance gave st th.
character of an accident For the visitor found himreff
by a steep wayside face to face with 2 helpless megh,
goat which had just dropped one Lid and was by J)
gwe birth to a second The lonely creature gy her
distress looking fearlessly at him as if she had expected
fus help the deep mystery of any sore of turth there
amid the tremendous rocky wilds made the pro.
foundest mpression upon hum But he hastoned hyg
steps for he concluded that this ammal muse belon
to the herd of the eccentric and wished o Summ(,g
him to help He encountered him among hus goats and
cattle told him what he had observed and led hym to
the labourmg mother behind which the secong little
lud damp and covered with blood was already lying
m the grass

‘With the assurance of a physician with the tender
love of the compassionate Samaritan, the animal vy
now cared for by its owner After he had waweq a
certan time he took one of the new born hids under
each arm and set out slowly followed by the mother
her heavy udder almost scrapmng the ground on the
way to hus dwelling The visitor was not only favoureg
with the friendliest thenks but mvited 1n the mog
cordial manner to accompany the herdsman

The hermut had erected several buildings on the alp
which he owned One of them resembled outwardly
a rude heap of stones Inside 1t contamned warm dry
stabling The goat and her hids were stabled here while
the visitor was conducted hugher up the mountam to 2

13
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THE HERETIC OF SOANA

square white washed hut which leanmng aganst the
wall of Generoso stood on 2 vine covered terrace Not
far from the little gate there shot out of the mountamn
a stream of water as thick as your arm filing an
immense stone basin that had been hewn out of the
roch Beside this basin an sron bound door opened 1nto
a mountamn cave which soon turned out to be a vaulted
cellar

One had from this spot which when viewed from the
valley seemed to hang at an maccessible height a
glorous view of which however the author does not
mtend to speak On that occasion to be sure when he
enjoyed it for the first ume he passed from specchless
astomshment 1nto loud exclamations of rapture and
back again mnto specchless astonishment His host how
ever who just at this moment stepped out nto the
open agam from the dwelling where he had been look
ing for something seemed all at once to be walking
with quieter feet The way he acted mdeed the entire
calm tranquil bearing of hus friendly host the visitor
did not allow to escape him [t served hum as an admont
tion to be spanng of words chary of questions He was
already too fond of the strange herdsman to run the
sk of alienating lum by esen a hint of curiosity or
obtrusi eness

The visitor of that day can stil sec standing on the
terrace the round stone table with its carcle of benches
He sees 1t covered with all the good things which the
heretic of Soana spread out upon 1t the most glorious
Y hno di Lecco del Ttalan wheat bread
salams sausage olnves figs and medlars and then a jug

14




THE HERETIC OF SOANA

of red wine which he had drawn fresh from the grotto
When they sat down the long harred bearded host
with his goatshin garments looked warmly mto the
visitor s eyes and at the same ume clasped his right
hand as if wishing to mnumate an affection for him

Of all that was said at this first meeting the writer
remembers only a little The mountain herdsman wished
to be called Ludovico He related some things about
Argentina Once when the tinkle of the angelus came
up from far below he made a remark about this cer
tamly provoking noise The name of Seneca was men
uoned There was also some superficial talk about Swiss
politics Finally the host wished to know a number of
things about Germany, because 1t was the visitors
home When the visstor was ready to leave the hermut
said  You will alwavs be welcome here

Although the writer of the e pages as he will not con
ceal was greedy for the history of this man even on
us renewed visits he avorded betraying any interest i
st People had communicated to him a few external
facts m conversations which he had had in Soana facts
which were said to be responstble for Ludovico s being
described as the heretic of Soana but he took far more
nterest 1n findmg out 1 what sense this designation
was correct and m what pecultar mnward vicissitudes
what special philosophy the form of Ludovicos life
had 1ts roots Yet he reserved hus questions and was
nchly rewarded for st

He usually found Ludovico alone either among the
ammals of his herds or mn hus cell A few tumes he came
upon him as he Ithe Crusoe was milkang the goats with
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THE HERETIC OF 503“ o xcbelloss
fus own hand or was puttng the hauds to hehe
mother Fhen he seemed wholty sbsorbed in ¥

fernale that dragge
manscalhng  he rejorced over the fom Ic % heo
her swelling udder on the ground over the mal Dots
e was in heae and matng Of one he would say s
he ot look fike the evil one hymself> Juse see D ):si
What power what sparklng rage fury mahcmus“hm
And at thesame time what sacred fire But to theaut "
it seemed as 3f the cyos of the speaher held the sa™
deovalish flame as that which he bad called a sacred fir¢
1his stute would tahe on a ngid and fierce charactet
he would show hus splendid white teeth and at the same
tme fall wto 2 sore of dreamng a8 he obsened with
the glance of the expert one of his demoniacal matadors
at his useful hbour
Somenimes the herente played the pan pipe and the
wisstor would hear ws sunple scafes as he drew near On
such an the wrned
to musie and the herdsman unfolded serange wiews
Never when he was among hus flocks diud Ludovico
speah of anything bur the ansmals and therr habres of
the herdsman s eathng and 1ts usages Not uncommonly
would he pursue the psychology of the snimals the
mode of bie of the herders bach ito the remotest past
thus betraying a hnowledge of no common scope He
was spealung of Apollo telling how the latrer tended
the herds of Laomedon and Admetus and was »
servant and berdsoan 1 should ke o hnow with what
mstrument he used to make music for his flocks And
as of he were spealing of something real he fimshed
By heaven [ should have liked to histen to hum  Those
were the moments when the shaggy recluse might per
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THE RERETIC OF yq 4y,
haps cause one to suspect that b e
standing were not quite undanug g 3 4y,
hand the 1dea ganed a certaiq \'u'.;;; O e, %
proved 1 how many ways 2 flack TRyl g,
and guided by music. With one nr;‘g tere oy
to their feet wich others he calmed & e ey
certain notes he brought them from :[n B Vigy
he induced the animals to scatter ur“ Rk oot
behind lum close at his heels © sy
‘There were also visits when almose Dothyn,
Once when the oppressive heat of a Jyn, Wiy,
had ascended cven to the pastures of Gm: “‘f\’nm,\
vico surrounded by his recumbene, 1950 Lo,
flocks was found likewse outstretched 1 "‘htv.mg
blissful somnolence He only blinked at the : ¢
motioned to him to stretch out mn the gms“"‘“;r ang
Then after this had been done and borh d“‘"&
while 1 slence he suddenly began m , t:lm 2
voice ing
You hnow that Eros 15 older than Cronyg

mughtier too —Do you feel this silent glow =bo“[=“
Eros'—Do you hear how the ericket 1s Chu-pw
Eros! —At this moment two lzards chasin :“E‘
other darted like a flash across hum as he lay there ’1‘;‘\
repeated  Eros Eros! —And as 1f he had given th{
command for 1t two strong bucks now arose ‘n;
attached each other with their curved horns He legy
them undisturbed although the combat grew more
and more heated The clash of the blows rang loude,
and louder and ther number hept mereasing Ang
agamn he sud  Eros Fros'

"And now there came to the ears of the wisitor for
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THE HERETIC OF SOANA
the first ume words that made him parueunlasly atten
mwe becsuse they shed or at least seemed to shed some
tight on the question why Ludovico was ealled the
herette by the people § had rather he sud  worship
2 hee be goat or 2 fnve bulf than a hanged man on a
gattawes  do not hne m an age that does that [ hate I
abhor ¢ Jupitor Ammon was represented with rams
horns Pan has the leg of a goat Bacchus the horns of
a bull I mean the Bacchus Taunformus or Tauncornus
of the Romans Mithra the sun god 1 represented as
a bull All peoples used to revers the bull the he goat
the ram and to shed thesr saered blood m seerifice To
that 1593  amen'~for the procreatne power s the
creative power progreatton and creation sre the same
thing To be sure the cult of that power 15 no tepid
whumpering of monks and nuns Once 1 dreamt of Sita
the wife of \ shon who assumed human form under
the name of Rama The priests died i her embrace
Then for 3 moment I had a glimpse of al} sorts of mys
tenies Of the mystery of the black procresuion 1 the
green grass of the mother of pear] coloured lust of
ecstactes and torpors of the sceret of the yellow mane
kemels of alf fruirs all swelhings all colours of avery
land I could have bellowed n 2 frenzy of pan when
1 eaught sight of the pitiless all powerful Sz 1 thoughe
1should die of desire

Dunng this revelation the witer of these hines felt
Ithe an muoluntary emvesdegpper 1¥e arose with 3 few
words that were meant to give the ipression that he
had not heard the monologue but had been pre
occupied with other matters He started to leave Ludo
vico would ret permit st And sa there began once mare

18



THE HERETIC OF SOANA

on the mountain terrace an entertamment and what
happened this tme was sigmficant and unforgettable

Durectly upon his arnival the visitor was ushered nto
the dwelling the mnterior of the hut which has already
been described It was square neat, had a fire place and
resembled the simple study of a scholar It contamned
mk pen paper and asmall library principally of Greek
and Latin authors “Why should I conceal from you
satd the herdsman that I am of good family and that
T had a misgmded youth and a good education. You
will of course wish to know how I turned from an un
natural person mnto a natural one from a capuve into a
freeman from a warped and morose man mnto a happy
and contented one> Or how I shut myself out of saciety
and Chnstianity® He laughed loudly Perhaps I shall
write some day the story of my conversion The vis
itor whose suspense had reached a chmax once more
found himself suddenly dniven far from the goal Nor
did he progress much when s host wound up by de
claring that the cause of hs re buth was this he wor
shipped natural symbols

In the shade of the rock on the terrace by the bnim
of the overflowing basin 1 delicious coolness they had
supped more nichly than the first ume smoked ham
cheese and wheat bread figs fresh medlars and wine
They had chatted about many things not boisterously
but with quiet gatety But now there came a moment
which 15 as present to the witer as if 1t had just passed

The bronzed herdsman gave an impression of savagery
with the Jong unkempt curls of his hatr and beard and
his goatshin clothing He has been compared to a John
by Donatello And indeed his face and the features of

19



TS BIRITIC OF 50ANA

that Jobn fi2d mnch simsdanty i the fineness of the
fines 1 udovico was really handsome on closer mspec
uon provided ane could ser asde the distosting ey¢
ghasses On the other hand to be sure 1t was through
them that the entsre figure gained aside from a2 shghtly
come effect ws pursbingly strange and arresung
character At the moment of which we ave spedhang
the entire person underwent an alterstion Smee the
bronze lihe aspect of lus body had alsa faund expression
1 a certun inmobibity of the features 1t disappeared
as they beeame amimated and rejuvenated He smuled
one mught say 1 an aceess of boyish embarrassment
What [ am gomng o ash you now  sard he  Ihave not
yet proposed to any man Where I has e suddenly found
the courage 1 really dont know myself T'rom the old
halnt of pasc days 1 sull read occastonally and sull
handle pen and ik too So [ have snitten downn 1dle
waner hours a plam story of evemes which are said ta
}ha\c taken place here 1n and sbout Soana long before
my ume You will find t evtremely simple but
attracted me for all soms of reasons which T st not
discuss now Tell me bruefly and frankly will you go
wmo the house with me once more and do you feel
nchned 16 Jose some of your time in hearing this story
which has cost me too many a profitless hour? ¥ should
rather dissuade than urge you & if yousay so



THE HERETIC OF SOANA

written 1n 2 monhish hand on strong paper As if to
give himself courage he drank the visitor s health once
more before pushing off from the shore as it were to
plunge mto the stream of the narrative and then began
m 2 melodtous voice

THE NARRATIVE OF THE MOUNTAIN HERDSMAN

On a mountam slope above the Lake of Lugano there
15 to be found among many others a lIretle nest n the
mountans which one can reach from the shore of the
lake by a steep serpentine mountan road mn about an
hour The houses of the village which like those in
most of the Italian places of that region consist of a
jumbled grey run made of stone and mortar tumn
their fronts toward a gorge like valley whech 1s formed
by the meadows and terraces of the hamlet and on the
other side by an immense slope of the over towering
mountamn giant, Monte Generoso

Into this valley and at the very spot where 1t really
comes to an end as a narrow gorge 2 waterfall pours
down from a valley that lies perhaps a hundred yards
higher Its roar varymg with the ume of the day and
the year and with the prevalling currents of the ar
whether strong or weak supplies the hamlet with con
tmnual music

Into this parish along time ago there was transferred
a priest of about five and twenty whose name was
Raffzlleo Francesco He had been born m Ligornetto
hence 1 Ticino and could boast of beng a member of
the same family long resident there which had pro-
duced the greatest sculptor of umted Iraly—who was
likewse born in Lagornetto and finally died there too

21



THE HERETIC OF SOANA

The young priest had spent his childhood with
relatives 11 Milan and had been educated at vanous
semnaries of Switzerland and Iraly From his mother
who was of noble stoch he derved the senous trend
of his character which impelled him at an early age
and without any vacillation 1nto the arms of 2 rehigtous
calling

Francesco who always wore glasses made himself
conspicuous 1 the company of his fellow pupils by
cxemplary industry strict Inving and piety Even his
mother was obliged to suggest to him delicately that
as a future secular priest he mught well indulge 1n 3 hule
pleasure and that he was not really bound by the
strictest monastic rules As soon as he had been
ordaned howeser st was his sole desire to find a parssh
as remote as possible where as a sort of hesmie he could
consecrate lumself unreservedly and more than even
before to the service of God tis Son, and the holy
Mother

Now when he had come to the httle hamlet of
Soana, and had taken possesston of the parsonage which
was built on to the church the mountam-dw ellers soon
obscncd that he was of a torally different stamp from
hus p €ien 1n apy for the latter had
been a massne buli ke peasant who hept the pretey
women 2nd gitls of the place under his control with the
aid of wholly other means than ceclesiasttical penances
and penalues Francesco on the other hand was pale
and delcate His cyes were deepset Hectie spots
glowed on the clouded skin over his cheekbones Then
too there were his glsses, to this day 1n the eyes of
simple folk 3 symbol of preceptorsal sevenity and learn
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g At first the wives and daughters of the village had
resisted him somewhat but after the lapse of four or
five weeks he too had got them into hus power after his
own fashion and to 2 greater extent m fact than the
other priest

As soon as Francesco stepped out into the street
through the Iittle door of the uny parsonage nestling
up agamst the church he would have chuldren and
‘women thronging about hum hissing his hand with true
veneration And the number of times 1n the day he was
called to the confessional by the lictle bell on the church
mounted up so by eveming that his newly appointed
housekeeper who was nearly seventy years old would
exclaum that she had never known before how many
angels were concealed m the otherwise rather corrupt
village of Soana In short the name of the young
pastor Francesco Vela spread far and wide through
the countryside and he very soon came to be reputed
a samt

Francesco did not allow hiumself to be disturbed by
all thus and was far from cultivating within humself any
other consciousness than that he was tolerably fulfiling
tis duties He saxd his masses performed with unabated
zeal all the churchly rites of duivine service and—for
the Ittle school room was 1 the parsonage—attended
bestdes to the duties of secular nstruction

One evening at the beginning of March there was a
very violent pull at the bell of the litle parsonage and
when the housekeeper came to open the door and
threw the Light of her lantern out mto the dismal
weather there stood before the door a somewhat un
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TIE HERETIC OF SOANA

couth fellow who wished to see the pastor After she
had closed the door agan the crone betook herself to
her young master s room and announced not without
noticeable anxtety that there was a visitor at this late
hour But Francesco who had made 1 one of s duties
to turn away nobody that nceded hum whoever 1t
might be merely said shortly Joohing up from the
pages of some church father Go Petromlla show him
mn

Soon afterward there stood before the pastors table
a man of about forty whose outward appearance was
that of the peasants of that region only far more
neglected 1ndeed wholly uncared for He was bare
foot Ragged ran soaked trousers were held up by a
strap above the hips His shirt was open The brown
hairy breast had for us continuation a shaggy throat
and a face denscly overgrown with black harr and
whishers m the midst of which flamed two darkly
glowng eycs

The man had thrown shepherd fashion over his lefe
shoulder a jacket consistng of patches and sosked with
ran white he was exatedly turning around n his
brown hard fists a hutle felt hat shrunken and dis
coloured by the wind and weather of many years He
had scr down a long cudgel 1n front of the entrance

When ashed what he wanted the man poured out
with wild grimaces an incomprehensible flood of rude
snunds and words which mdeed belonged to the dialect
of that region but to 2 speenal variety of it that scemed
ke a foreign tongue even to the houscheeper though
the latter had been bom m Soana

The young priest who had nztcmndy observed hig
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1 3

visitor the small famp end ed 1n vatn to
fathom the sense of his request With much patence
and by means of numerous questions he was finally
able to get this much out of lum  that he was the father
of seven chuldren some of whom he would like to
enroll 1n the young priests school Francesco ashed
Where do you come from® And when the answer
came abruptly I am from Soana the priest was
astonushed and said instantly  That 1s not possible 1
know everybody m this place but I dont know you
and your famly

‘The herdsman farmer or whatever he was then
gave a2 passionate descuption of the swuauon of hus
dweling He accompanied this by many gestures, out
of which how ever Francesco could make no sense He
only sad  If you are an ihabitant of Seama and your
children have reached the age fixed by Jaw they would
have had to be 1 my school long before this 1 any
case And I must surely have scen you or your wife or
vour children 1 the church at mass or confesston

Here the man opened his eves wide and pressed his
Iips together Instead of any answer he expelled his
breath as from an outraged and burdened breast

Well then T will write down your name I think 1t
good of you to come yourself and take steps to see
that your children mav not remamn 1gnorint and per
haps godless At these words of the young priest the
ragged visitor began to groan m a strange almost
anmal fashion so that his brown simewy and almost
athletic body was shaken by 1t

Yes indeed repeated Framcesco taken aback I
will write down your name and make mguities into the
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matter Qne could see tear after tear running from the
reddened eyelids of the unknown ov er hus unkempt face

Very well sad Francesco who could not explam
to hunself the agitated conduct of his visitor and
bestdes was rather disturbed than touched by 1t— very
well your case will be imvestigared  Just tell me your
name my good man and send me your children
tomorrow At these words the man was silent and
looked for a long ime at Francesco with a helpless and
tortured expression The latter ashed again What 15
your name® Tell me your name

The priest had been struck from the very beginming
by some clement of fear something hunted in the
mosements of his guest Now that he was to give his
name and when at the same ame the footstep of
Petromlla was heard outside on the stone floor he
ducked and revealed in other ways a terror such as 15
usually found only 1n lunatics or crtmnals He seemed
persecuted He seemed to be fleeing from the police

Nesertheless he seized a prece of paperand the priest s
pen, stepped tnto the darkness strangely enough away
from the Iight and over to the window The sound
from a nearby brook reached them and from a greater
distance came the roar of the waterfall of Soana He
traced with some difficulty but Jegibly something
which he handed 1o the priest with an effort of the
will The latrer said - All ghr, and makng the sign of
the cross Go in peace The uncouth fellow departed
leasing betund him a cloud of vapours which were
redolent of salamt onions wood-smohe he goats and
caw-stables. As soon as he was gone, Francesco threw
the window open
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The next morning Francesco had sard mass as usual
then rested a Little then eaten hus frugal breakfast and
soon thereafter was on his way to see the Sindaco whom
one must visit early 1n order to find lum a¢ home—for
he rode datly from a ralroad station far below on the
Iake shore into Lugano where he conducted on one of
the bustest strects a wholesale and retai] busmess m
Treno cheese

The sun was shiung on the lutle square set with
chestnut trees which were still bare The square lay
close by the church and constituted a sort of agora for
the village Upon some stone benches children were
situng and playing while the mothers and older
daughters were gathered about an antique marble sar
cophagus overflowmng with a copious supply of cold
mountan water They wete washing clothes or carry
mg them away in baskets to dry The ground was wet,
for ram mingled with snow flakes had fallen the day
before and mdeed 1t was under new fallen snow that
the tremendous rocky slope of Monte Generoso with
1ts inaceessible crags towered up beyond the gorge
m its own shadow and wafted fresh snow laden ar
across to Soana

‘The young priest walked with downcast eyes past
the washing women whose loud greetng he answered
with a nod I ocoking over his glasses Like an old man
at the children who thronged about lum he gave them
his hand for a moment They all touched their Iips to
1t eagerly and hastily The part of the village which lay
behund the square was made accessible by a number of
narrow lanes But even the main street could be used
only by small vehicles and only the first stretch of that
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Toward the end of the village it narrowed and more
over became so steep thar one could get through and
up 1t at best only with 2 laden mule On ths hittle street
stood a small shop and the Swiss post-office

The post master who had been on terms of the
greatest comradeship with Francescos predecessor
greeted hum and was greeted m return but yetn such
a way as to heep the full distance between the sersous
ness of the conscerated priest and the trivial friendhiness
of the layman. Not far from the post office the priest
turned tato a piuful little side alley which descended
1n breakneck fashion by means of big and hetle flighes
of steps past open goat-stables and all sorts of dirty
windowless cellar like cavities Chichens cackled cats
perched on rotten galleries amid bunches of suspended
ears of corn Here and there a goat bleated or a cow
lowed having for some reason or other not been taken
out to pasture

It was astonshing when you issued from these sur
roundings and entering the house of the burgomaster
through 2 narrow portal found yourself 1 a fiight of
small saulted chambers the ceilings of which had been
profusely painted by artisans with figures in the style
of Tiepolo High windows and French doors adorned
with long red curtams led from these sunny rooms out
on to 3n equally sunny open terrace which was set off
by wonderful Jaurel and cone-shaped bor trees of great
age Here o ypu heard the entrancing roar of the
waterfall 25 you did everywhere and had the wild
mountamnstde f2cing vou across the valicy

‘The Sindaco Sor Domenico was 2 well-dressed
quiet man about m the mud forties who had marned
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for the second time scarcely three months before His
beaunful blooming twenty two year old wife whom
Francesco had encountered in the kitchen busy with
the preparation of the breakfast led hum in to see her
husband W hen the latter had heard the priest tell of
the visit whuch he had recerved the evening before and
had read the slip which bore n awlkward characters the
name of the uncouth visitor a smile passed over his
features Then he compelled the young priest to tahe a
seat and began 1 a perfectly matter of fact way the
mask like mdifference of hus features quite undisturbed
throughout his speech to give the desired nformation
about the mysterious visitor who actually was a citizen
of Soana who had hitherto remained unknown to the
Ppastor

Luchino Scarabota said the Sindaco—it was the
name which the pastor s visitor had senbbled on the
paper— s by no means a poor man but for years now
his domestic affairs have been giving me and the entire
parish the utmost concern and there 1s really no telling
where the whole thing wall nlumately end He belongs
to an ancient family and 1t 15 very probable that he has
m him some of the blood of the famous Luchmo
Scarabota ds Milano who built donng the fifteenth
century the nave of the cathedral down n Como We
have a number of famous old names m our small
district Father as you know

‘While he spoke the Sindaco had opened the French
doors and led the pastor out on to the terrace where
he pomted out to him with 2 slightly raised hand
the steep funnel shaped watershed of the cataract one
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of those huts hewn out of rough stone such as the
peasants of the distnicy mhabied Bug this farm lymg
at o great height far sbove all the others was disun
gusshed from them nac only by ns wsolated seerungly
maccessble swuation bur also by ns smallness and
shabbiness

Look where § am powting my finger that 1s where
this Scarabota hnes  said the Sindaco

1 am susprised Father the spealer contnued  that
you should not have heard anything as yet sbour that
alp and its habitants Those people have been causing
the most hateful scandal 3l over the countryside for a
decade and more Unfortunately we can get no hold
on them The woman has been broughe meo court and
has clumed that che sesen cluldren she has borne—
could anything be more absurd® —are not those of the
man she bnes with bot of summer fournsty from Swatz
crland, who have to go past that alp when they chmb
Monte Generoso And miand you the jade 15 corercd
wigh lice and dirt and s as repulsnely ugly assin

No 1t 15 common knowledge char the man who
wissted you yesterdsy and with whomn she fnes s the
father of her children. But that s the pant  this man
15 3t the same ume her blood brother

The young priest tumed pale

Of course vhis meestuons couple 15 avoided ond pur
tawed by eversbody In ths respecr the 1ov popult
rarely errs Youth this ceplananon the Sindaco con
unued bus account A8 often s one of the children has
shown sself here say m Arogno or Melano 1t has been
stoned nearly to death W herever these people arc
Lnown, any church which the noterious couple enters
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15 regarded as desecrated and the two outlaws were
made to feel 1t m so ternible 2 way when they once
thought they might make the attempt that for years
they have lost all inclination to go to church And
should st be permutted do you thik that such
children such accursed creatures who are a horror and
a dread to cvery one, should come down here to our
school and sit on the same bench with the children of
good Christians® Can 1t be farrly ashed of us that we
should permut our entire village big and little to be
tamted by these products of moral infamy these
wiched mangy beasts?

The pale face of the priest Francesco betrayed by no
change of expression what impression the narrative of
Sor Domenico had made on him He thanked hum and
went away showmng in his whole bearing the same
dignified sertousness with which he had come

Soon after his conference with the Sindaco Francesco
had made a report to his bishop on the Scarabota case
A weel Jater the answer of the bishop was 1n his hand
commussioning the young priest to inform himself in
person with regard to the general state of things on the
so called alp of Santa Croce At the same time the
bushop prased the spiritual zeal of the young man and
confirmed hum m the feelng that he had every reason
to feel hus conscience oppressed on 2ccount of these
erring and outlawed souls and to be concerned for
therr salvation From the blessings and consolations of
Mother Church one must exclude no sinner however
far astray

Not ull about the end of March did official duties
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and also the condition of the snow on Monte Generoso
permue the young priest of Soana with a farmer as
gmde 1o undersake the ascent to the aip of Santa
Croce Laster was clos¢ at hand, and salthough along
the steep side ofthe giganuc mountan avalanches were
constantly rolling with hollow thunder down 1nto the
gorge below the waterfall yer whereter the sun had
been able to work unchecked the spring had setin with
full power

Unblike his namesahe of Assist Francesco was not 2
great lover of pature sull all the tender sap Jaden
things which were sprouung leafing and bloommg
about hum could not bur affect lum W houe the
young mans needing to be clearly conscrous of 1t he
had the fine fermentanon of spring in his blood and
enjoyed his share of that 1w ard swelling and urgency
of all nature which 15 of heavenly ongin and which,
despite 1ts rapturously sensuous earthly manifestations
15 heavenly roo 10 all the joys that blossom out of st

On the square over which the prsest first had to
walk with s gusde the chestnut trees had stretched
out deltcate green little hands from brown stichy buds
The children were noisy and the sparrows no less so
nesting under the church roof and 1n countless nooks
and cranntes of the many cornered sillage The first
swallows were executing thewr broad loops from Soana
across the abyss of the gorge where they seemed o
swerte assde close to the fantasueally warreted macces
sible rockhy masses of the mountam wall High up on
ledges and mn holes of the rocks where no human foot
had ever gone ospreys had their eyrnies The great
brown couples undertook glorious cruises and floated
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merely for the sake of floating for hours 1n endurance
flig hts above the mountamn peaks circling ever hgher
and hugher asif they desired m self forgetung majesty
to s0ar out into the untrammelled infinity of space

Esverywhere not only n the air not only m the
carth upturned and brown or robed with grass and
naraissus not only 1n all that the earth sent upward
through stems and trunks 1nto leaves and blossoms but
also 1 man there was a festal feeling and the brown
faces of the farmers working on the terraces between
the rows of vines with hoe or curved kmife shone with
the light of Sunday for most of them had already
slaughtered the so called Easter lamb—that 15 2 young
kid—and hung 1t up on the door post at home with
1ts legs tied together

The women grouped about the overflow.ing marble

phag pectall and notsy today with

their heaping wash baskets sterrupted their clamorous
metriment as the priest and his gude went by There
were also washerwomen standing at the et from the
village where a stream of water gushed out of the rocks
under a small image of the Virgin and flowed 1nto 2
stmilar sarcophagus Both this and the one that stood
on the square had been taken out of the ground some
ttme before m an orchard full of thousand year holm
oaks and chestputs where they had stood since tme
immemortal barely emerging from the ground and
hidden under wy and wild laurel

In passmg Francesco crossed himself—indeed he
nterrupted his walk for a moment—to render homage
with a genuflexion to the Madonetta above the sar
cophagus pretaly surrounded with the wild flowers
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brought by the peasants & was the first time hie had
seen this fovely Dirde shoine wah the bees humnung
about 1t for he had never jet visited this upper part
of thevilfage The Iower part of Soana with sts church
and some pretty dwellmps adommed with green shutters
surrounding the chesmnut tree square sself bt up by
masonsy supported terraces was of almose nuddle~class
prosperty and 0 st bng end hotfe gardens displayed
blossoming almond and orange trees and tall cypresses
-t short a more southern vegetation but up here a
few hundred paces gher ¢ was nothing but an wm
povenshed alpine silisge of herders smebing of goats
and cow stables Then too there began bere an exces-
sively steep mountan xoad paved wich slabs of tap
roch tromped smooth by the owtgomg and mcoming
of the greax communat flock of goats at marming and
evening for i led up and out to the village common s
the hetrle shaped districe that fed the brook Savagha
which forms farther down the glonous warerfall of
Soana and after a shont roazng passage through a deep
gorge smhs into the Lake of Lugano

After the priest had ehmbed up a short ume on this
mountaint road always under the gmdance of fus com
pamon he stood sull to take breath Tolsng hus big
blrck plate shaped hat from bus head wirh hus lefe hand
he had drawn with his nghe a Jarge gay coloured
kezchuef from his cassock with which he dabbed the
beads of sweat from his forehead In general the fove
of nature in an Irahan poest dus fechng for the beanty
of the landscape 15 not grest But the distant view from
2 great haght a so called bird s eye views doeshavea
charm which seizes at tmes even the most unsophsti
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cated and wrests from him 2 certan astonushment Far
below him Francesco spied his church with 1ts sur
Tounding village at this height looking no bigger than
2 minature while round about him the tianic moun
tan world scemed to tower higher and higher into the
heavens With fus spring tume sensations was mngled
Tow a conscrousness of the sublime which may per
aps ongimnate m a <omparison of our own pettness

with the oppressiely menstrous works of nature and
their mute threatening nearness while this 15 combmed
with a partial realization of the fact that we too after
all, have some sort of share m this almightiness T
shorr F felt sublimely great and mfirutel
small at one and the same mstant, and ths led hum to
make on forehead and breast with accustomed gesture
the sign of the cross that shields from errors and
demons

As he continued the ascent, religious problems and
the practical eccleswastical affairs of hus parish had soon
taken possesston of the eager young clenc once more
And 25 he agam stood still and turned around thus tume
at the entrance to 2 rocky mountain valley the sighe of
2 sadly neglected stone work shrine erected here for
the herders gave hum the tdea of going to sce all the
cusung shrines of his pansh however remote they
mght be and puttng them into a condition worthy of
their sacred purpose At once he began looking round
him searchung for a pomt of vantage that might com
mand a view of all the exssting shrnes

He took his own church with 1ts attached parsonage
s hus starting pomnt  As has been sad before 1t stood
on the level of the village square and 1t outer walls
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were conunucd downward i the steep mdes of a5
foundation rocks afong the bottom of which a merry
mountam brook wimbled cheerfully This brook flow

g through a channel undemeath the Soana square
came ont mito the hght through a stone archk where it
watered orchards and flowery meadows though o be
sure semously fouled by waste water Beyond the
church and 3 hirtle higherethough that was not ascer
tnable from this pomt—stood on a round level

1erraced bl the oldest sanctuary mn the neghbourhood

a small chapel consecrated to the Virgin Mary whose
duty image on the altar was over atched by a Byzantine
mosaic 1t the spse This mosaic s gold groond and
design well preserved desprre 1ts thousand and more
years represented Chrsstus Paatohrater The distance
£rom the mam church 16 this shsne was not more than
thnee a stones throw  Another pretty chapel con

seerated to St Anne stood ac the same distance from
it Oser and behmd Sosna rose a sharply pointed
tnountan peab. which of course was encircled by broad
valley Jands and the flanks of the orvertowenng chan
of Monte Generoso This mountam almost bike a sugar

Joaf 1n shape and seemungly maccessible bue grees to
the top vwas called St Agata because 1 housed on st
peak a dvle chupel of that sant to be used m emer

geacies Tius made m the nmmediate vty of the
1s}lage one chureh and three chapels In addition there
were three or four other chapefs i the outskies On
exery hll at every prewy tum of the road upon
every peak with 2 view mto the distance here and
there by preturesque socky preciprees far and near
over gorge and lahe prous centarwes had sffived houses
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of God so that in this respect the deep and nniversal
prety of heathendom which 1n the course of past millen
nums had oniginally consecrated all these spots was
still to be felt and thus created for iself dwine alles
agamst the threatening ternble powers of that savage
nature

The young zealot looked with sausfaction upon all
these nsututions of Roman Catholic Chnstanmity such
as distnguish the entire canton of Ticine To be sure
he also had to admit with the pam of the true cham
pion of God that they did not always command an
acuve hving and pure fath nor even enough love and
concern on the part of hus associates to preserve all
these scattered heavenly dwelling places from meglect
and forgetfulness

After some nme they tumed off mto the narrow
foot path which leads in three hours of laborious ascent
to the summit of Generoso In domng so they very soon
had to cross the bed of the Savagha on a tumble down
bridge 1n whose immediate proximity was the reservowr
of the lietle brook which plunged downward a hundred
yards and more 1n the fissure made by 1ts awn eroston.
Here Francesco heard from vanous heights depths and
durections together with the rushing of the mountan
waters hastening down to their reservotr the unkle of
the goat bells and saw a man of rude extenor—it was
the 1 herder of S ho stretched at full
length on the ground supporung himself on the bank
with his hands his head bent down to the water s level
was quenching his thirst like an ammal Behund hum
‘were grazing some she goats with their kids while a
wolf hound was waiung with pricked up ears for
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orders and the moment when his lord and master should
be done with dnnking I too m a herder thought
Francesco The man rosc from the ground he whistled
shrilly through hus fingers the sound re echotng from
the rock walls and he threw stones off into the
distance tryng to frighten some of his widely scattered
ammals to drive others onward or to recall still others
1n order to save them from the danger of falling over
the ledge Francesco thought what a laborous and
responsible tasl this was even with amimals to say
nothing of men who were at all times exposed to the
temptation of Satan

The priest now resumed the ascent with redounbled
zeal as though there were danger that the Devil might
perhaps be swifter than he on this road to his strayig
sheep He had been mountng laboriously for an hour
or more ever higher and higher mto the rocky wilds
of Generoso guded all the while by his escort with
whom Francesco did not deign to converse Suddenly
he saw the alp of Santa Croce lying fifty paces before
him

He would not belteve that that heap of stones and
the masonry 1n the mudst of 1t built up without mortar
out of flat stone slabs was the place which the guide
had assurcd him he was seelung What he had expected
after the words of the Sindaco was a certain pros
perity whereas thts dwelling could at most pass for a
sort of shelter for sheep and goats in 2 sudden storm
Since 1t stood on a steep slope composed of rocky
debris and jagged boulders and since the zigzag course
of the path to 1t was concealed the accursed spot
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seemed to be without access The young priest fought
down his astonsshment and a certam feeling of horror
he moved closer and now for the first ume the sight
of this avoided and outlawed abode took on a some
what more pleasing aspect

Indeed the rumed pile became actually transformed
before the eyes of the approaching priest mto sheer
loveliness for 1t seemed asf the avalanche of boulders
and debns let loose at a great height were dammed
and restrained by the rough hewn square dwelling so
that beneath 1t there remained a stoneless slope of lush
green on which yellow cowshps of the most delicate
beauty clmbed 1n dehghtful profuston up to the plat
form 1n front of the house door—-and as if they were
mquisitive  across the platform and lterally through
the house door into the outlawed cave itself

A this sight T rancesco started This charge of yellow
meadow flowers up agawnst the 1ll reputed threshold
this bloomng ascent of luxunant processions of long
stemmed forget me nots under which vems of moun
tain water seeped away and which hikew e sought to
take possession of the door with their blue reflection of
the sky scemed to lhum almost an open protest aganst
human bans excommunication and law courts In his

h which was followed by a certam con

fusion Francesco had to seat himself i his black
cassock on a sun warmed boulder He had spent his
youth n the lowlands for the most part pent up mn
rooms church auditormm or study Fis feeling for
nature had not been aroused He had never before
carried out sn expedimon like this mnto the stern exalted
loveliness of the high mountatns and he would perhaps
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never have done 1t 1f ths combmation of chance and
duty had not urged the mountain trip upon him Now
he was overwhelmed by the noselty and grandeur of
tus impressions

For the first time the young priest Francesco Vela
felt a clear and transcendent sensation of ewstence
surgng through tum making him completely forger
at times that he was a priest and why he had come All
hus notions of ptety which were mtertwined with 2
quantity of church rules and dogmas had been not
only displaced by this semsatton but extinguwished At
this pomnt he even forgot to cross limself Below m
lay the beautful Lugana district of the upper Italien
Alps Sant Agata with its pilgnim haunted chapel over
which the brown ospreys were sull circhng and the
mountain of San Grorgio there rosc up the pesk of
Monte San Salsatore and finally there fay below m
so far below as to make one giddy carefully fitted into
the valleys of the mountam rehef Like an elongated
sheet of glass the arm of the Lake of Lugano known as
Capolago onit the smling boat of a fisher v hich looked
like 2 tiny moth on a hand mirror Behind all this the
white peaks of the High Alps had as 1t were climbed
higher and higher with Francesco From among them
rose the white Monte Rosa with seven white peaks
before 1t glistening agamst the silhy blue of the azure
Jike a diadem and a mirage

If one may justly speak of a mountain sichness so
one may speak with no less justification of 2 conditton
which befalls men on mountam heights and whsch one
may best designate as mcomparable health Thus health
the young priest now experienced 1 lus own blood
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like a rejuvenauion Beside him between stones and
among the still barren heather stood a httle flower the
Iike of which Francesco had never seen 1n his life It
‘was an excessively lovely species of blue gentran, whose
petals were painted with a surprisingly delicious flam
ing blue The young man in the black cassock left the
floweret which he had started to pluck 1n the first joy
of his discovery standing unmolested 1n 1ts modest
place and merely pushed the heather plants aside m
order to study the muracle long and with raprure
Everywhere there pushed up between the stones
young hghe green leaves of the dwarf beech and from
a certain distance across the slopes of hard grey rubble
and tender green the flocks of the wretched Luchio
Scarabota announced themselves by their unkling bells
This entire mountain world had a primittve strangeness
the youthful charm of bygone human ages of which
there was no longer any trace left in the low valleys

Francesco had sent his guide home as he wished to
make the return tnip undisturbed by the presence of
any one and moreover could not desire any witness of
‘what he was planning to do at the hearth of Luchino
In the meantime he had already been observed and a
number of duty childrens heads with matted hair
were thrust out agan and again tn curiosity from the
smoke blackened hole that served as door to Scarabotas
stone citadel

Slowly the priest began to approach st 2nd entered
the arcle of bwldings Here he could see the great
extent of the owner s live stock the ground was httered
by the droppings of 2 great herd of cattle and goats
Into Francescos nose penetrated more and more
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strongly together with the powerful rarefied moun
cun arr the smell of chose animls whose mereassng
pungency was rendeted tolerable at the eprrance to the
dwelling by the charcoal smohe that forced ss way
out at the same nme \When he appeated 10 the frame
of the door cutumg off the highe with hus black cassock
the children retreated o the darhness where they
met with silence the greeting and all the other soluta
tions of the priest who did not see chem Only an old
she goat came up bleated softly and smffed ar hum
Gradually to the eye of Gods messenger i had
become highter m the mterior of the space He san 2
stable filled wath 2 lugh piic of manure and decpening
at the rear mto a natural cavern which had been
ongmally present snt the gompholie or « hatever rack
1 was In a rude stone parmtion av the nght o passage
had been opened through which the priest cast a glance
at the now forsahen famuly hearth a mountan of
ashes che centre st} fuif of coals and heaped up on the
rocl floor which fay cyposed m s navural state On
2 chun thicklvy coated wuh soot 10 equally sooty
bossed copper hettle hung above the hearth By thus
fireplace of stone age man stood a backless bench
whose broad sear as thick as your fist rested on two
equally broad posts fastened m the rock and which
for o century and more had been smoothed and polished
by generations of tired herdsmen and their wives and
children The wood no longer seemed to be wood but
rather a polished yellow marble or soap stone though
with countless sears and curs The foussquare room
which by the way with xs natrally uneniamed walls
built up of rough boulders and shabs of shite Jooked
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more like a cave and from which the smole passed
through the door 1nto the stable and from there mto
the open because it had no other outler unless perhaps
through some leaks m the walls—this room was black
ened by the smoke and soot of decades so that one
mught almost fancy oneself in the mterior of 2 chimney
thickly coated with soot

Francesco was just noting the peculiar gleam of eyes
that were shining from out of a corner when a rolling
and shding of rubble became audible outside and
mmmedtately afterward the form of Luchino Scarabota
stepped like a2 noseless shadow ito the doorway It
shut out the sun so that the room was sull more heavily
darhened The uncouth mountan herder was breathing
heavily not only because he had traversed in a short
time the distance from a remote more elevated alp
after he had observed from there the priest s arrval but
because ths visit was an event for the outlawed man

The greeting was short Francesco was compelled by
hus host to sit down  after the lateer had with hus rough
hands cleared the soap stone bench of the stones and
cowships which served his accursed brood as playthings

‘The mountam herder stirred the fire and blew upon
1t with puffed cheeks whereat his fevensh eyes gleamed
still more wildly 1n the reflected hght He nursed the
flame with logs and dry brushwood so that the pun
gent smoke was enough to dnve out the priest The
herd: was obseq and he acted with
2 nervous eagerness much as if everything now
depended on not losing by some wrong move the
favour of the higher being that had entered his poor
dweling He brought out a great pal full of mulk
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which was covered with a thick Jayer of cream but
was unfortunately fouled in such an mcredible fashion
that for that reason alone Francesco was unsble to
touch 1t Although he had become hungry he also
declined to partake of fresh cheese and clean bread
because he had a sup 10us fear of asin
by eating 1t Finally when the mountameer had some
what composed himself and was standing facing hum
with fearful expectant eyes and hmp arms the pnest
began to speak as follows

Luchno Searabota you are not to be deprived of the
consolation of our holy church and your chuldren shall
hereafter not be cast out of the community of Cathohe
Christians of 1t turns out on the one hand that the evil
rumours touching you are untrue or 1f you honestly
confess show penitence and contrition and are pre
pared with God s aid to remove the stumbhng block
Therefore first open your heart to me Scarabota
confess freely n what respect you are calumniated and
confess with honest truth the thing that 1s burdening
you

After this speech the herdsman was silent Only a
brief wild sound was suddenly wrung frem his throat
It betrayed no feehng however but had rather a gurg
hing bird like quahty With the fluency of farmibanity
Francesco at once proceeded to hold up before the
sinner the terrible consequences of obduracy and the
propitnatory goodness and love of God the Father
which he had proved through the sacnifice of his only
Son the sacrifice of the Lamb which took the sins of
the world upon wtself Through Jesus Christ he con
cluded any sm can be forgien provided that an
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unreserved confession combined with remorse and
prayer has proven to our Heavenly Father the con
tntion of the miserable sinner

The priest had waited a long tume and was nismg
with a shrug of the shoulders as though he mtended to
leave then finally the herder began to choke out an
mcomprehensible tangle of words a sort of gurgling
like that of a disgorging hawl And with straming
attention the priest attempted to seize upon as much
25 was comprehensible in the chaos But what he could
understand seemed to him quite as strange and remark
able as what was obscure Only this much became clear
from the alarming and oppresstve quantity of umagiary
things —that Luchino Scarabota wished to secure his
aid agamst all kinds of devils that ived in the moun
tans and harassed hum

It would 1l have become the credulous young priest
to doubt the existence and actvity of evil spints Was
not creation filled with all manner and degree of fallen
angels from the tram of Lucifer the rebel whom Ged
had cast out> Yet here he felt hornfied not knowmg
whether 1t was at the mental darkness he was encounter
g caused by unheard of superstitton or whether 1t
was at the hopeless blindness caused by tgnorance He
resolved to ask some questions 1n order to forma judg
ment as to his panshioners range of idess and the
power of his understanding

‘Then 1t soon became evident that this wild neglecred
man knew nothing of God still Jess of Jesus Christ the
Saviour and least of all about the existence of a Holy
Ghost On the other hand 1t began to seem as1f he felt
himself surrounded by demons and was possessed by
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a gloomy persccution mana And m the priest he did
not see the chosen servant of God ar all but xather 2
mighty sorcerer or God htmself What could Francesco
do but cross himself while che herder humbly threw
himself on the ground and with maist protuberant
11ps began to lick hus shoes hke 2n sdolater and to cover
them with ksses

The young puest had never found himself in such a
sttuation The rarefied mountam asr the spring the
separation from the usual level of crvihzation all s
had the effect of befoggng his conscrousness Some
thing hke a visionary spell entered the sphere of hus
sout where reality was dissohung mto unstable ary
forms Thus alteration was combined with a famt fear
fulness which soggested to him more than once a
preaprate fight down into the realm of consecrated
churches and chimes The Dot was ponerful  who
could know how mamy ways and means he had of
lunng enward the most unsuspecting most fathful
Chnistian snd hurhng um down from the brink of 2
giddy heght into the abyss

Francesco had nor been taught that the 1dols of the
heathen were nothing but empty creations of the
magination The Church expressly recognzed thewr
power only that it represented 1t a5 one hostile to God
They were stll fighung with almighty God though
hopelessly for the world Hence the pale young priest
wis not 3 hetle startfed when hus host fetched a wooden
arncle owr of some wook in fus dwellng a hormble
carving which was no doubt a feush Despite tus prestly
horrar of the lascruous object Francesce could not
refran from tahing 2 closer look at it With abhorrence
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and astorushment he confessed to humself that the most
revolung heathenssh abominations namely the rural
worship of Priapus were stll active here Nothing but
Prizpus 1t was clearly evident could be represented by
this pnmitve religious emblem

Scarcely had Francesco seized the harmless httle god
of procreation the god of rural ferulity who was so
openly accorded high honour by the ancients when
the strange constriction of his soul turned into holy
wrath Without stopping to think he flung the obscene
little alruna mto the fire from which the herder rush
g forward as swiftly as a dog drew 1t out agam 1n
the same mstant It was glowing n spots and 1 other
spots 1t was flaming but the rough hands of the pagan
immeduately restored it to safety But now along with
1ts delverer 1t had to undergo a torrent of castigating
Words

Luchino Scarabota did not seem to know which of
the two gods he should regard as the stronger the
wooden one or the ane of flesh and blood However
he Lept huis eyes mn which horror and terror were
mingled with spiteful rage fixed on the new deity
whose atroctous daring did not at any rate pont to
any sense of weakness Once started the emissary of
the onc and onlv God did not allow mself to be
mtimdated 1n his sacred zeal by the glances threatening
as they were of the berughted tdolator And without
any ceremony he now came to speak of the hemous
sin from which as every one smd the pumerous
progeny of the mountaineer had sprung

Amid the young priest s loud words burst as it were
the sister of Scarabota but without saying anything

47



THE HFRETIC OF SOANA

and merely ey esng the zealot m secret, she busted her
sclf here and there in the cavern She was a pale and
sepulsine woman to whom wmashug scemed to be 2
thing wnknown On¢ had disagreeable ghmpses of her
nahed body through the rents of her neglected
clothing

After the pricst had finshed 3ad had temporanly
exhausted his store of sanging reprozches the noman
sent her brother out wto the open with a short barely
audible word Without objection the satage dis
appeared ke the most obedient hound Then the
filth encrusted sinner whose matted black hawr hung
down over her broad hups kissed the priest s hand with
the words Prawed be Jesus Christ!

Then she mstanly busst into tears

She said the priest was quice night to condemn her
with harsh words She had ideed sinned agamst the
word of God though not at all i the way ndicated
by the columnues told about her She alone was the
sner her brother however was wholly mnovent She
swore and by sff the sants thae she had never been
gutity of that frghiful sin of which she was accused—
wcest To be sure she had Ined unchostely and as she
was now confessing she was ready to descrbe the
fathers of her children »f not o call them all by name
For she knew ery few of the names since need had
often caused her 1o sell her favours she smd to passing
strangers

For the rest she had brought her chidren into the
world panfully snd withour any help and some she had
had to bury shortly after their birth here and there
the debris of Monte Generoso Whether he could gave
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her absolution or not she knew nevertheless that God
had forgnen her for she had done penance enough
through privatons sufferings and cares

Francesco could not but regard the tearful confession
of the woman as 2 tissue of lies at least so far as the
incest was concerned To be sure he felt that there
were actions w hich 1t 1s absolutely repugnant to confess
before men and which God alone learns 1n the solttary
stillness of prayer He respected thus reserve i the de
generate woman and could not conceal from himself
that 1n many respects she was of a higher type than
her brother In the manner of her justfication there
Was 2 great resoluteness Her eye confessed but
nerther kind urgency nor the glowing pmncers of the
executioner would have wrested from her a confesston
m words It was she as 1t turned out that had sent the
man to Francesco She had scen the pale young priest
when she went to market one day at Lugano where
she sold the products of her mountan farm and at
sight of hum she had taken courage and had concerved
the 1dea of recommending her outlawed childen to his
mercy She alone was the head of the family and cared
for her brother and her children

1 will not dicuss saxd Francesco how far you are
gutlty or mnocent One thing 15 certan af you do not
wish your children to grow up like beasts you must
separate from your brother As long as you live with
him the frightful reputation you have can never be
hwed down Pcople will always assume that you have
commutted that ternible sin

After these words obstinacy and defiance seemed to
become dommant i the woman at any rate she made
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no answer for 2 long ume as 1f no stranger were
present devoted herself to her household dunes Mean
while a girl of about fifteen came 1 drove some goats
1to the opentng of the stable and then began to help
the woman also as 1f Francesco were not there The
voung priest knew at once as soon as he merely saw
the girls shadow ghding through the depths of the
cave that she must be of uncommon beauty He crossed
tumself for he felt 1n hus body a famnt dread of an m
explicable kind He did not know whether he should
resume hus admonitions 1n the presence of the youthful
shepherdess To be sure there could be no doubt that
she was deprayed to the core since Satan had called her
to life by the way of the blachest sin but sull there
might be a remnant of purity left m her and who could
Lnow whether she had any 1dea of her black origin

Her movements at any rate displayed great calm
ness from which one could certainly not conclude that
she had an uneasy mind or a load on her conscience On
the contrary everything about her was of 2 modest
self assurance which was not affected by the presence
of the pastor She had so far not cast a glance at
Francesco at least not so that he had met her eye or
otherwise caughe her looking at him Indeed while he
himself was secretly watching her through his glasses
he had to cast more and more doubt on the supposition
that a child of sin a child of such parents could really
be so formed At last she vamished up 2 ladder mto a
sort of atue so that Francesco could now contnue his
laborious pastoral work

I cannot Jeave my brother said the woman and for
the very simple reason that he 15 helpless without me
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He can v rite hus name after 2 fashson and I taught hum
that only with the greatest difficulty He does not know
coms and he 15 afrad of the railroad the city and
people If I go away he will pursue me as a wretched
dog pussues his lost master He wll esther find me or
persh muserably and then what 15 to become of the
children and our property If I stay here with the
children, then I d Iike to see the man who could succeed
m getting my brother away unless they should pur
hum 1n chamns and lock hum up 1n Milan behind wron
bars

The priest sud  That may yet come to pass if vou
will not take my good advice

Then the woman's fears turned 1nto rage She had
sent her brother to Frauncesco so that he mught take
pity onthem bur not to have him male them unhappy
In that case she would certainly rather go on living as
hitherto  hated and cast our by the people down
below She was a good Catholic, but if the church cast
out a man he had 2 nght to sell lumself to the Desil
And what she had not yet done the great sin with
which she was charged she mught then actually com
mit

Simaltaneously with these smothered words of the
woman interspersed with sudden outcries Francesco
Lept hearmg from above where the girl had disappeared
2 sweet singing now like the softest breath, now
ncreasing tn power so that his soul was more under
the spell of this melody than intent upon the funous
autburses of the woman Aud a hot wave Tose vp
fum combined with an ansiety such as he had never
felt before The smoky hole of this antmal human



THE HERETIC OF S504N4

dunclling stable scemed Yo be transformed as by
enchantment nto the foschest of sll the erystatlne
grotios of Dantes Paradise—full of angel votces and
the flutter of pintons thae sounded ke those of the
Jamghing dove

He wene Jt was nupossible for him w withstand any
longer without tremblisy wsbly such confusmg
wfluences Outside emergmg tn front of the excavated
stone pile he ihated the freshness of the mountan air
and was 1immedately fiiled Iihe an empey vessel wich
the utanie smpresston of the mountam wotld Flis sonl
became transterred as 1t were o the farthest ranges
of fus ey esight and consisted of the colossal masses of
the earth s crust from diszant snowy peaks to nearby
terrible abysses under the royal brghtness of the spring
day Sull ke saw the brown ospreys describmg ther
unconsctous aircles above the sugar loaf of Sint Agata
Then he hut upon the sdea of holding a secrer senvice
for the outlawed famsly up there ond tnd thus plan
before the woman who had stepped dejectedly upon
the threshold of the cave aboue swhich dandehons were
clustering To Soana you cannot senture as you well
haow sud he and sf I should mvite you there 1
would be a great mistake for both of us

Aga the woman way moved to tears and promused
10 appear before the chapel of Sant Agata on 2 certan
day with her brother and the older children

When the young priest had gone €ar enough sway
from the vicnry of the dwellmg place of Luchino
Searabota and his curse faden famely so that he could
nor longer be seen from there he chose 2 sun warmed
boulder to rest on while he thoughr over what he had
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yust expertenced He told humself that he had ascended
there with a thrill of interest, to be sure but yec witha
dutifully sober mund and without any foretaste of that
which was now disquieting him 1n such an enunous
manner What was 1t> He smoothed brushed and
picked at his cassock for a long time as of this would
enable him to extract the secret

‘When some time had elapsed and he had stll not
yet felt the desired enlightenment he took hus breviary
from his pocket, as was his wont but even though he
at once began to read aloud 1t did not free him from
a certam strange irresoluteness He felt as if he had
forg to do 1 some 1mp part of his
musston Hence from behind his glasses he turned his
eyes agam and again toward the road with a certain
expectancy and could not summon up courage to con
unue the descent he had begun

So he fell into a strange revene from which he was
wakened by two small mcidents which to ks over
‘wrought took on an d smpor
tance First his mght hand lens cracked under the
mfluence of the cold mountam awr and almost
immediately afterward he heard a fearful sneeze above
his head and felt a heavy pressure on his shoulders

The young prest sprang up He laughed loudly
when he recognized as the cause of hus pamic a spotted
he goat which had gwen hum a proof of its unlimired
confidence by resting 1ts fore hooves on his shoulders
without any regard for his clencal garb

But this was only the beginnung of 1ts most obtrusive
familianty The shaggy buch wiuth his strong finely
cutved horns and hus flashing eyes was accustomed 1t
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scemed to beg of pessing mountan clhimbers end did
this m such a droll resolute and wresisuble fastuon that
one could only gee rid of lum by runming awsy Agan
and agaun reaning 1 the aie he set his hooves on Fran
cesco s breast and seemed determned after the harassed
priest had perforce submutted to having his pochets
sniffed at and after some bread crumbs had been con
samed with ravenous greed to mbble ar the prests
hatr nose and fingers

An old bearded she goat with belf and udder touch
mg the ground had followed the highwayman and
encouraped by him began to harass the priest hlewise
Upon her the breviary with 1ts giit edges and cross had
made g particular impresston and she succecded while
Troncesco was occoped with repelng 2 cunving
buch s horn m gettang possession of the lutle book and
taking sts black prnted leaves for green ones she
followed the prescnption of the prophet and feasted
ficerally and greedily wpon the sacred venties

The annoyances were increased by the armval of
other anumals which had been scattered abour grazng
then of a sudden the shepherdess appeared as his
rescucr It was the very same gurl thae Francesco had
first casually beheld 1 Luchines hut After she had
driven off the poats the strong slender gul stood
before bam wath freshly reddened checks and laughing
eyes hesatd You have saved me my good child And
he added with 2 laugh of hus own s he recened his
breviary from the hands of young Eve It is really
queer that despue my pastoral office T am 5o helpless
agamst your flock

A prest may not comverse with 2 young gul or
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woman longer than hus ecclestastical duty may demand
and the pansh remarks on 1t at once 1f he 15 seen 1
such a tete a tete outside the church So mindful of his
stern calling Francesco contmued his journey home
ward without tarrymng long and yet he had the feeling
that he had detected himself m a sm and must punfy
himself at the nexc opportunity by 2 remorseful
penance He had not yet got beyond the reach of the
herd bells when the sound of a woman s voice came to
bus ears suddenly maksng him forget once more all his
meditations The voice was of such a nature that he
did not surmse that 1t mught belong to the shepherdess
he had just lefc behind France co had not only heard
m Rome the church chorr 1n the Vatican but had also
often heard secular singers 11 Milan with his mother
years before and so the coloratura and the bel canto
of pnma donnas were not unknown to lum Invelun
tarily he stood sull and wated It 15 undoubtedly
tounsts from Milan he thought and hoped perhaps i
passing to get a ghmpse of the possessor of this glorious
voice As she did not scem to come he agam carefully
descended footstep by footstep down from the giddy
height mto the valley below

What Francesco had experienced on this offictal
errand as 2 whole and m detail was not worth talluing
about 1f one does not take mto consideration the
abominatrons that had their breeding place m the hut
of the miserable Scarabotas But the young priest felc
at once that this mountam trp had become an event
of great sigmificance 1 his Iife cven though he was for
the moment far from realizing the enure scope of that
significance  He could trace a transformation that
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working from within lum had taken place m s bemng
He found himself 1 a niew state which scemed stranger
to lum every minute and somewhat suspictous but yer
nowhere nearly so suspictous that he would have
scented Satan as bemg behmd 1t or perhaps have
thzown an mk pot at fum even if he had had one i hss
pocket The mountam world lay below um hic a
paradise For the very first tme wath svoluntandy
folded hands he congratulated himself on having been
entrusted by his sup with the ad of
just this pansh Compared with this dehicious haght
and depth what was Peter s 1essel which came down
from Heaven wich three angels holding the comess”
Where was there a greater majesty from mans pomt
of view than these maccessible crags of Monte
Generoso on which ever and agam the dull springtime
thunder of melung snow w as audible m an avalanche?

From the day of his visit to the outlaws Francesco to
hus own 2stomshment could no longer find the way
back 1o the thoughtless peace of his former exsstence
‘The new aspeet which nature had assumed for hum ded
not fade away agam and she would not permmt herself
0 be driven bach in any way tato her former mammate
state The manner of her mfuences by which the priest
1was oppressed not only by day but also m bus dreams
he called and d at first ag remp And as
the fath of the church had been fused with pagan
superstition just by the fact of having struggled agawst
1, hence Francesco attnbuted s transformation i all
sertousness to the touchmy of that wooden ebject that
ittle alruna which the shaggy herdsman had rescued
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from the fire Undoubtedly there had sull remaned
actuve a remnant of those abomnations which the
ancients reverenced under the name of phallic w orship
that shameful cult which had been Jard low in the world
by the holy war of the cross of Jesus Up to the nme
when he had set eyes on the disgusting object the cross
alone had been bumed into Francesco s soul Thev had
branded him just exactly as they brand the sheep of a
flock with a red hot die with the sugma of the cross
and this stigma had become present althe n wabing
and m dreaming the symbol of his own essence Now
the accursed and embodied Devil was looking down
over the cross-piece of the cross and that most unclean
hornble satyr-symbol was usurping more and more 10
constant conflict the place of the cros

Francesco had reported to his bishop as well as ta
the burgomaster on the success of hus pastoral visit,
and the answer which he recewved from him was an
approval of his procedure Above all wrote the
bishop let us avotd any open scandal He found it
extremely shrewd that Francesco had appointed a
special and secret service for the poor smners on Sant
Agata 1 the chapel of the Holy Mother Mary But
the approval of his supertor could not restore the peace
of Francesco s soul he could not get rid of the 1dea that
he had come bach from up there with a kind of
enchantment fastened upon him

In Ligornetto where Francesco was born and where
hus uncle the famous seulptor had spent the last ten
years of his Iife there sull Is ed the same old pastor who
had mtiated him a5 a boy mto the saving truths of the
Catholic faith and had pomted out to him the paths of
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grace This old priest he sought out one day after he
ad walhed the road from Soana to Ligornetta m abaut
three hours The old priest bade fam welcome and was
visibly touched as he consented to hear the confession
ssiuch the young man wished to make to him Of
course be absolied i

Francescos pangs of consaience are suhstanually
expressed i the revelsnon which he made to the old
man Hesud Smce § was i the home of the wretched
sinners on the alp of Soans 1 find myself under 2 kind
of obsession 1 shudder { feel as 3f [ had not only put
on another coat but actuslly enother shin When I hear
the waterfall of Soana roarsng then I shoukt ke best
to chimb down o the deep gorge and place myself
under the falling masses of water for hours at a ume
56 35 to become pure and healthy a5 1t were snside and
out W hen {sce the cross mn the church the cross over
my bed 1 laugh I cannot weep a5 § used to when
prcering to myself the suffermgs of the Saviour On
the other hand mv eyes are attracted by aYf sorts of
objects which are hhe the alruna of Luchino Scarabora
Somettmes they are quite unbke 2t too and I see a
resemblance just the same In order to study in order
to bury myself deeply m the study of the Church
Fathers I had curtans put up before the windows of
my bude yoom Now I have taken them away The
sging of the birds the roaning of the many brooks
chraugh the meadows past my house after the mekmg
of the snow yes eien the scent of the marcssus wsed
to disturb me Now 1 opea my double windows wide
11s order to enjoy alf thuis wath vertable greedmess

Al this alarms me  Trancesco had contnued  but
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there 1s worse yet As if by black magic I have got
1mto the power of unclean devils Their tickling and
prickling their impudent prodding and p: 10n to
sm at every hour of the day and mght 1s ternble [
open the window and through their sorcery 1t seems
to me as if the songs of the birds in the blossommng
cherry tree under my window were teeming with
unchasticy Certain shapes 1n the bark of trees and even
certam lines of the mountains remind me of parts of
the corpus femmmum It 15 a ternble assault of crafty
spreeful and odious demons to which I am delivered
up 1 spite of all my prayers and castigations All nature
—I tell you with horror—sometimes roars bellows
and thunders n my frnghtened ears one monstrous
phallic song whereby as I am forced to believe despite
all my reluctance 1 worships the muserable lttle
wooden 1dol of the herder

Al this of course mcreases my unrest and torture of
conscience Francesco had proceeded the more so that
1 recognuze 1t as my duty to march to batle as fighter
agamst that pestifential herd up there on the alp Bur
that 1 sull not the worst part of my confession Worse
sull even i the duties most inseparable from my call
g there 1s mingled with an almost devilish sweetness
something like =2n all perpleung mevxungushable
poison Once I was moved with pure and holy zeal by
the words of Jesus where he tells of the lost sheep and
the shepherd who forsakes his flock order to bring
1t back from the naccessible chffs But now I doubt
whether this zeal of mune 1s as pure as I once thought it
1 awake at mght my face bathed 1n tears and every
thing within me 15 dissohed mto sobbing compassion
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for the lost souls up yonder But when Isay lose souls
this 15 perhaps the pome where a sharp line must be
drawn berween the false and the true for the smful
souls of Scarabota and lus sister are represented m my
mind s eyes sunply and solely by the frus of thewr sin
that 15 therr daughter

Now I ask myself whether unlaw ful destee for her
15 ot the cause of my cagerness and whether I am
dowmg anghe and not runmng the risk of eternat death
if T continue my apparently prous work

Serious but smibmg 2t tmes the old expenenced
priest had Iistened to the pedanuc confession of the
youth This was the Francesco he knew with his con
scienuous love of outward and mward order and his
eraving for scrupulous accuracy and neacness He said
Francesco be not afrmd heep to the path you hase
always trodden It must not surprise you sf the machmna
uons of the evil enemy appear to be mast pow erful and
dangerous just at the time when you are proceeding to
rob fum of the vicums thet he already thought were
safe so to speak

In a meod of rehef Francesco stepped out of the
parsonage mto the street of the village of Ligornetto
sst which hie had spent hus early youth Yeis a hele place
situated on 2 rather flat and broad valley floor and sur
rounded by fruitful fields uwpen which over the heads
of vegetables and gram stalks the grape vines are
entwined back 2nd forth from mulberry to mulberry
lthe firmly twisted dark ropes This lecahry 15 also
dominated by the mghty crags of Monte Generoso
the west side of Which here nses majestically from its
base
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It was about midday and Ligornetto was drowsy
Francesco was barely greeted on his way by a few
cackhng chickens some playing children and at the
end of the village by a yelping dog Here that 1s at the
end of the village the residence of his uncle closed the
street like a door It had been erected by a man of con
siderable means and was once the Buen Retro of
Vineenzo the sculptor It was now uninhabited and had
come nto the possession of the canton of Ticmo as a
sort of memorial endowment Francesco walked up
the steps of the forsaken garden where he yrelded to 2
sudden desire to revisit for once the mtenor of the
house Neighbounng farmers old acquaintances
handed the key over to him

The connections which the young priest had with
the fine arts were the traditional ones of s rank His
famous uncle had been dead for about ten years and
sice the day of his bunal Francesco had not been m
stde the celebrated artists home He could not have
sud what suddenly moved him to visit the empty
house which he had hitherto mostly regarded only
passing and with fleeting interest His uncle had never
been more to lum than a digratary whose sphere of
acuvity was an alien meanmgless thing

‘When Francesco had turned the key 1n the lock and
had stepped 1nto the vestibule through the door that
cresked on 1ts rusty hinges a fame shudder passed
through hum at the dust laden sullness which was
wafted toward hum down the stawrs and from all sides
ont of the open doors Just to the night of the hall was
the late artist s hbrary which revealed at once that an
eager student had lived here In low boolcases there
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were shelved here not only Vasan but the entire worhs
of Winchelmann whule the Tralian Parnassus was re
presented by the sunnets of Michelangelo and by
Dante Perrarch Tasso Arosto and others In specnlly
constructed cabimets a collection of drawings and etch
1ngs was housed also one of Renansance medallions and
all sorts of valmble cunos among them pamnted
Ltruscan vases and some other examples of ancient art
1 bronze and mathle were set up mn the room Here
and there on the wall hung m o frame a parucularly
fine drawmng by Michelangelo or Leonardo represent
tng perhaps a male ar fermale aude One small cabmet
had three of 1s stdes filled almost from top to bottom
with such objects

From here one entered a domed romnda whose
elevation traversed several storses and which got us
hght from above Here Vincenzo had worked with
madelling wood and chusel and the plaster casts of his
best works filled this almost churchly roem 2 crowded
and mute assemblage

Oppressed even alamed and starting ac che echo of
his own footsteps with a bad conscience as 1t were
Francesca had got this far and now proceeded really
for the first time to study this or that work of s
uncles There was Ghiberti to he scen bestde a statue
of Michelangela A Dante was there too These works
were covered with systems of dots s the models bad
been executed on a3 larger scale m marble But these
world famed figures could not hold the attention of
the young poest for long Near them v ere the statues
of thrie young girls the daucheers of 2 marqus who
had been sufficiently open minded to ler the master
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portray them 1n the nude From all appearances the
youngest of the young ladies was not over twelve the
second not over fifteen the third not over seventeen
years old Francesco only came to himself after he had
surveyed the slender bodies for a long time 1n utter
self forgetfulness These works did not display their
nudity like those of the Greeks as a natural nobility
and image of the detty but one felt 1t as an indescreton
of the bedroom In the first place the copy of the
ongnals had not been disassoctated from them as per
sons and had remamed fully recognizable as such and
these originals seemed to say we have been indecently
exposed and disrobed by brutal decree contrary to our
will and our sense of shame When Francesco awoke
from his absorption his heart was pounding and he
looked fearfully 1n all directions He was domng nothing
wrong but he felt 1t was a sin even to be alone with
such creations

He resolved to depart as quickly as possible lest he
should be actually caught there Yet when he had again
reached the house door he dropped the latch nto the
lock from the mside mstead of gong away and turned
the hey so that he was now Jocked mnto the ghostly
house of the dead man and could no longer be surprsed
by anybody Thus done he resumed hus station before
that scandal 1 plaster the three graces

His heart began to beat more violently and a pale
and fearful madness came over um He felt impelled
to stroke the hair of the oldest marchioness as 1f she
were ltving Although this action plamly and m his
own judgment bordered on nsanicy Yet it \was sull a
priestly one to a certamn extent But the second mar
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chyoness had to suffer more  a steabung of shoulder and
arn—a round shoulder and 2 round anm which ended
1n a soft and delicate hand Soon Francesco by more
extended caresing of the third and youngest mat
chuoness and fimally by a shy suiful hiss under her lefe
breast had become 2 duconcerted perpleved and pem
tent saner wha was in no beter frame of mnd than
Adam when he hears she s orce of the Lord after he had
eaten of the apple of hnowledge He fled He ran auay
s 1f haunted

The foffowmg days Franeesco spent pantly tn the
church pray g partly sn s parsomage chastesng fum
self His pemtence and s femorse were deep By a
feryor of worship such as he had not known hithetta
he mughe hope to be vietor in the end over the tempta
uons of the flesh Yot the struggle berween the good
and evd pnaaple had burse our i fus breast ek un
dreamed of frightfulness so that t seemed 10 hum that
God and the devil had for the first ume transferred
thear battlegrottad ¢o has breast Laen the strietly arres
ponsible part of his ewstence steep no longer offered
the young clerc any peace  for just that unguarded
season of human repose seemed especrally favourable
to Satan for seung up seductne and permcious
delusions 1n the mnocent sovl of the young man One
mght toward mormng he knew not whether 1 hap
pened wiife sleeping or wakiag he saw m the white
Iight of the moan che theee winte figures of the lately
daughters of the margms enter bis room and approach
tus bed and on looking closer he percerved thar each
ont coalesced s mage fashion with the image of che
young shepherdess on the alp of Santa Croce
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There was no doubt that from the little toy dwelling
of Scarabota down mto the room of the pnest, into
which the alp could look through the window a con
nection had been established whose hemp was not spun
by angels Francesco knew enough of the heavenly
hserarchy as of the hellsh one to recogmze 2t once
whence this work took 1ts ongim. Expenenced 1 many
a branch of scholastic scrence he assumed that evil
demons 1 order to exert certam permcious effects,
make use of the influence of the stars He had learned
that with respect to his body man belonged among the
celestsal spheres, that us reason made hum the equal of
the angels that hus will was subordiated to Ged but
thar God permtted fallen angels to direct hs will aw ay
from God and that the realm of the demons was 1a
creased by alliance with such already perverted bengs
Moreorver a temporary physical emoton, when ex
ploited by the hellish spinits could often be the cause
of a man s eternal damnation In shore, the young priest
quivesed to the marrow of his bones m fear of the
posonous sting of the drabols the demons that reek of
blood of the bestral Behemoth and most especnally of
Asmodeus the well known demon of whonn,,

He could not at first decide to presuppose in the
sceursed wcestuous couple the sin of witcheraft and
soreery To be sure he had one expesience which
seemed to um gray ely suspicious Fsery day he under
tock with holy zeal and all the resourees of rebgion a
punfication of his son] 1n order to clean.c it of the
mage of the shepherd-girl and agam and agam she
stood there more cleatly firmly and plamly than
before What sort of 4 pamting was 1t, and what sort
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of an indestructible panel of woed underneath 1t, or
what sort of a cansas on which one could not make the
shghtest wnpression exther by water or fire?

The continusl intrusion of this image became the
obgect of his quiet and astounded observauon He
would read a book and when he saw on a page the soft
countenance framed y ts peeultarly reddish earth
brown hair and gazing with wide dark eyes he would
cover 1o with 2 Jeaf prevsously inserted But st passed
through every leaf as if none wete there yust as wmade
sts way through curtams doors and walls both i the
house and m the church

Amd such anxieties and inward dissensions the
young pnest almast died of impatience for the appon
ted date of the speasal service on the peak of Sant Agawa
would not come quickly enough He wished to do the
duty he had undertalen as quickly as possible because
he muaght perhaps mn that way wrest the gul from the
talons of the prince of hell He wished still more to see
the gul agamn but what he desiced most was hus hibera
uon which he confidently expected from hss torturng
enchantment Francesco ate hitle spene the greater
past of his nights i wakefulness and becomung daily
mare haggard and pale was more than ever mvested by
his pansh with the odour of an exemplary prety

“The mormng had come at last an which the pastor
had his appointment with the poor smness i the chapel
that stood fugh up on the sugar loaf of Sant Agata The
ertremely arduous path to the chapel could not be
traversed i Jess than two houss At the sunth hour
Francesco stepped out mnto the square of Soana ready
for the trop with his heart cheered and refreshed and
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suneying the world with new born eyes It was near
1ng the first of May Nothing more delicious could be
mmagmned than this day which was just beginning but
the young man had often hved through days of equal
beauty before this without feeling as he did today as
1if Nature were the very garden of Eden Today he
was 1n the midst of Paradise
‘Women and girls were standing as usual about the
sarcophagus with its flow of clear mountan water
and saluted the priest with loud cries Something 1 his
bearing and hus mien as well as the holiday freshness of
the young day had given the Jaundresses courage
With skurts wedged berween their legs so that i some
cases the brown calves and Lnees were visible they
stood bending over working stoutly with their equally
brown powerful bare arms Francesco stepped up to
the group He felt induced to say all kinds of friendly
things that 1 no case bore any relatton to his pastoral
office and that dealt with good weather good spirits
and the hope of 2 good wine~crop For the first ttime
probably stimulated by his visie to the house of hus
uncle the sculptor the young priest condescended to
nspect the 1frieze on the h which
d of a bacchanaltan p and showed
prancing satyrs dancing female flutists and the tiger
drawn chanot of Dionysus the grape crowned god of
wine At this moment it did not scem strange to him
that the ancients had covered the stone vestment of
death with the figures of effervescing hfe The women
and girls among whom there were some of unusual
beauty chattered and laughed imnto the sarcophagus
duning this imspection and at times 1t seemed to hum
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that he himself was surrounded by shouting toucated
maznads

This second ascent mnto the mountam world com
pared with the first one was like that of a man with
open eyes compared to that of one who had been blind
from the womb Francesco felt with compelling clear
ness that he had suddenly had his eyes opened In thts
respect the mspection of the sarcophagus seemed ta
him not an accident at all but deeply sigruficant
Where was the dead man>Living water of Iife filled the
open stone and coffin and the eternal resurrection was
portray ed in the language of the anctents on the surface
of the marble Thus was the Gospel to be understood

To be sure this was a gospel which had httle i
common with that which he had previously learned and
taught It derived by no means from the leaves and
letters of a book but rather came welling up through
grass plants and flowers from out of the earth or
floaung down with the light from the centre of the
sun All nature seemed to be ammated and eloquent
Formerly dead and mute she became active confiding
frank and commumicative Suddenly she seemed to be
telling the young priest everything that she had hitherto
concealed He seemed to be her favounte her chosen
one her son whom she was imtating lihe a mother
1nto the holy secrets of her love and motherthood All
the abysses of terror all the anxeties of his startled
soul were no more Nothmg remaned of all the thick
darhnesses all the fears of the supposed assaults of hell
All nature radiated goodness and love and krancesco
overflowing with goodness and love was able to re
quite her with goodness and love
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Strange  as he labomously clambered upwards
through broom dwarf beech and blackbetry vines
often slipping on sharp-cdged stones the spring mom
mg nvested hum Iike 2 symphony of nature as mighty
as 1t was blisstul which spoke more of creating than of
the creation Frankly was revealed the mystery of a
creative labour that was for ever exempt from death
Whoso did not hear that symphony so 1t seemed to
the priest decesved humself when he presumed to jomn
the Psalmust 1n hus songs of prase  jubilate Deo omms
terra or benedicre ceeh dommo

In sated abundance the waterfall of Soana roared
down 1o 1ts narrow gorge Its roar sounded full and
gluttonous Its speech could not be ignored Striking
ones ear now more muffled now more clearly n
eternal vartation over the land floated the vorce of
sattety Avalanche thunder broke loose from the gigan
tic shaded steep of Generoso and by the ume 1t had
become audible to Francesco the avalanche tself with
noiseless streams of rolling snow had already poured
itself down mto the bed of the Savaglia Where was
there anything 1n nature which was not caught 1 the
transformation of Ife and was without a soul any
thing i which an urgent will was not exerted® The
Word Scripture song and mmpelling hearts blood
were everywhere Did not the sun lay 2 delicious warm
hand on his back berween the shoulders® Did not the
leaves of the laurel and beech thickets swish and sway
when he brushed them in passing? Did not the water
well up everywhere and describe everywhere babbling
softly the lmes and loops of 1ts flowing senpt® Did
not he Francesco Vela and did not the fibrous toots
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of mynads of growths large and small read 1t and was
1t not uts seeret which was revealed in mvriads of blos
soms and flower chalices® The priest s hands lfted a
tiny stone and found 1t covered with reddish strands
here too 2 spealing colouring wriing wonder world
a creative form which bore witness to the umversal
force revealed in the plastic creation—the plastic force
of hfe

And did not the voice of the birds bear the same
witness uniting hke a network of mfinttelv delicate
mwvisible threads abos e the hollows of the titanic rock
valley? This audible network seemed to Francesco at
tmes to turn into visible threads of a silvery brilliance
set gleaming by an inward and eloquent fire Was 1t not
the love and revealed happiness of nature made con
cretely audible and vasible? And was 1t not delicious to
note how this woof as often as 1t was blown or rent
asunder was ever agan reanited as with hasuly flying
mndefaugable shuttles> Where were the little feathered
weavers perching® One did nor see them save perhaps
when some little bird silently and swiftly changed 1ts
place the tintest throats poured out this super-exultant
far flung cloguence

Where everything was sweling everything throb
bing within him as well as round about im Francesco
did not know how to ascertain the place of death He
touched the trunk of a chestnut tree and felt how 1t
was driving the nutntive jusces up through wself He
drank 1n the air as 1f 1t were a living soul and knew at
the same tme that 1t was this to which he owed the
breathing and the thanksgiving of huis own soul And
was 1t not this alone which made of his throat and
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tongue a speaking organ of the revelation® Francesco
paused 2 moment before a swarming busily actrve ant
hll A uny dormouse had been devoured by the
mysterious little creatures almost down to its graceful
sheleton Did not the pretty letle sheleton, and the
dormouse submerged and vanished i the warmth of
the ant-colony speak of the mdestructibleness of hfe
and had not nature 1n her creative urge or compulsion
merely sought a new form® Once more the priest saw
this tume not below but far above lum the brown
ospreys of Sant Agata Their winged and feathered
bodies bore through space 1 majestic rapture the
miracle of the blood the miracle of the beating heart
But who could fail to see that the changing curves of
their flight described on the blue silk of the heavens a
clear and unmustakable scipt whose meaming and
beauty had the closest connection with Life and love?
Francesco felt exactly as if the burds were mviung hum
to read And if they wrote with the course of therr
flights then the power to read was not denied them
erther Francesco thought of the far reaching sight that
15 bestowed upon these winged fishers and he thought
of the countless eyes of men birds mammals isects
and fish with which nature beholds herself With ever

deeper astomshment he recognized the eternal mother

Liness mm her She made provision that nothing mn the
province of the all mother should remain unenjoyed or
hidden to her children they had been endowed by
her not only with the senses of the eye the ear of
smell taste and touch but Francesco felt that she had
prepared for the transformations of the zons countless
additional senses What a mughty seeing hearing smell
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g tasung and feeling was gong on 1n the world'—
And a whitish cloud hung above the ospreys It was
like a radiant pleasure tent But this too as one looked
at 1t lost 1ts place and was altered in the livelest
mutation,

They were deep and mystic forces that had prerced
the cataract on the eyes of the priest Francesco Butasa
foul to this expertence was the unspeahably blissful cir
cumstance that he saw four delicious hours before
him which were to include a fresh meeting with the
poor outlawed shepherd girl Thus consciousness made
him confident and nich a5 1f time so delightfully spent
could never pass Up yonder yes up yonder where
the little chapel stood above which the ospreys circled
there was awaiting him a happmess he thought which
the angels mght envy lum He chimbed and climbed
and the blissfullest zeal winged his steps What he was
planning to do up yonder must surely cause a sort of
transfiguration to descend upon hum and make him 1n
detached proximity to Heaven almost the equal of the
good eternal Shepherd humself Sursum corda' Sursum
corda' He kept uttermng the Franciscan greeting to
himself while by his side wall ed St Agata the martyr
to whom the little chapel on the peak had been dedica
ted and who had gone to her death by the hangman's
hand as to a merry dance And behind her and him so
1t seemed to Francesco 1n lus eager ascent followed a
train of holy women all of whom were going to witness
the muracle of love on the festive summt Mary herself
walked with deliciously flowing ambrosial hair and
lovely feet far before the priest and his procession of
samted women so that under her glance under her
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breath under her feet the earth might be covered for
all of them with festal flowers Invoco te! mvoco te!
breathed Francesco to himself 1n ecstasy nvoco te
nostra benigna stelfa!

Unwearied the priest had arrived at the summit of the
conical mountam which was scarcely broader than the
tiny house of God that stood there It also supplied
space for a narrow ledge and a cramped little fore
court the middle of which was occupred by a young
and still leafless chestnut tree A fragment of the sky
ar of Mary s blue robe seemed to be strewn about the
lurle chapel in the wilds so widely had the blue gen
tians spread about the sanctuary Or one mught also
have tmagmed that the up of the mountan had stmplv
been immersed 1n the azure of the sky

‘The choir boy and the two Scarabotas were already
there and had made themselves comfortable under the
chestnot tree Francesco grew pale for his eyes had
searched 1n vam though but hasuly for the young
shepherdess Bur he put on 2 stern countenance and
opened the door of the chapel with a large rusty hey
without giving any stgn of the disappointment and the
dismay and struggle m his soul He entered the dimmu
tive church whereupon the choir boy made certam
prepatations behind the altar for the celebration of the
mass From a bottle he had brought some holy water
was poured into the dried up font mto which the two
Scarabotas were now to dip ther hardened smful
fingers They sprinkled and crossed themselves and
dropped on their Lnees m timd awe close by the
threshold



THE HFRETIC OF SOANA

Meanwhile Francesco dnven by agiation betook
fumself once more into the open where wich a sudden
profound and sdent emotion after walking sbout 2
hetle he found the gurl he sought somewhat below the
topmost platform resting upon a starry sky of bnifunt
biue gentians  Come 1n I am waiung for yon caited
the priest She rose with seeming indolence and glanced
at fum quetly from under lowcred lashes At the same
ume she seemed to be smilmg with a lovely gentleness
that was caused as a matter of fact merely by the
natural formanen of her sweet mouth the charming
Light of her blue eyes and the delicate dimples of the
rounded cheeks

At this moment was consummated the fateful
renewal and perfection of the picture that Francesco
had chenshed 1 his sout He saw a childhibe mnocent
Madenna face whose distracting charm was combined
with 2 very shght but pamful buterness The stnling
redness of the cheehs rested upon a white shin not 2
brown one from which the mowst cnimson of the hips
shone out with the glow of 4 pomegranate Every
stratn 1 the music of thus chuldhike countenance was at
once sweet and buter melancholy and gay In her
glance was a shy retreat and at the same ume 2 tender

flower like of the vio

lence of anumal passions If the eves seemed to hold
within them the riddle and the fairy tale of the flower
the whole app of the gul bled rather a
beauuful nipe froe This face as Francesco s mward
eyes saw with astonishment sull belonged to an utter
child as far a5 the soul found expression it only 2 cex

tam swelling roundness like that of the grape, suggested
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that she had overstepped the boundary of childhood
and attained to the destiny of the woman Her har
partly earth coloured partly crossed by lighter strands
was wound into a heavy coil about temples and brow
Some trace of 2 iipe heavy mnwardly fermenting slum
brousness seemed to pull the girls lashes downward
and gave to her eyes a certain moist, over urgent
tenderness But the music of her countenance changed
below her tvory neck sato a different one whose eternal
notes express 2 different meaming With her shoulders
the woman m her began 2 woman of 2 youthful yet
mature stature that almost inclined to overwerght and
did not seem to belong to the childlike head The naked
feet and strong tanned legs supported a frwitful plump
ness that the priest thought was almost too heavy for
them The head possessed unconsciously or at most
fatly divined the sensuously ardent mystery of 1ts Iis
Iike body But for that very reason Francesco reahzed
that he was uretrievably and forever at the mercy of
that head and that 1rresistible body

But whatever the youth percewved realized and felt
m the moment when he looked once more upon this
creature of God so heavily burdened wich a hentage
of sin one could detect nothing of 1t 1n his looks His
Iips merely quivered a Lictle What 15 your name® he
ashed simply In a voice that seemed to Francesco Iike
the cooing of a heavenly Jaughmg dove the sheperdess
sad that she was called Agata Can you read and write?
he asked She answered No Do you know anything
about the meanmg of the holy office of the Mass® She
Jooked at him and made no reply Then he bade her
enter the hetle church and betook himself mto it shead
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of her Behind the altar the choir boy helped him 1nto
Tus vestments Francesco placed the cap on his head and
the holy service was ready to begm never had the
young man felt humself so full of a solemn fervour as
on this occaston

It seermed to hum that the all bountful God had only
just appointed him to be hisservant The road of priestly
consecratton which he had trodden seemed to hum no
longer dry empty, illusory as #f it had nothing 1n com
mon with the truly divine The divine hour the holy
season had begun within hunself The love of the Saviour
was like a heavenly ram of fire m which he was stand
mg and through which all the love of his own spirit
was suddenly hiberated and Lkindled to flame With
finire tenderness his heart expanded over the entire
creation and was untred w1th all other creatures m the
same rapturous pulse beat From this mtoxicaton which
almost stuptfied him burst forth 1n redoubled power
tus feeling of compasston for all created things his zeal
for the divinely good and 1t seemed to hum that for the
first ume he had a full understanding of the holy
Mother Church and her service At this moment he
wished to become her servant with a renewed and
wholly different zeal

And how the journey the ascent to this summit had
revealed to him the mystery in regard to whose sigmfi
cance he had questioned Agata’ Her silence before
which he had himself grown mute meant to him
although he had not betrayed 1t that she shared his
knowledge through the revelation that had now been
experienced by them both Was not the eternal mother
the epitome of all transmutatton and had he not lured
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to this superterrestrial summit these neglected dark
ness encompassed groping lost children of God m
order to display to them the miracle of the Transub

stantiation of the Son the eternal flesh and blood of the
Godhead® Thus the young man stood and hfted the
cup with streamng eyes full of joy It seemed to him
as 1if he himself were becommg God In this newly
expertenced state of being a Chosen Vessel a holy
istrument  he fele himself growing with mvisible
organs into all the heavens with a sense of bliss and
supreme power that made him feel as if exalted to an
mfinite height above the swarming spawn of the
churches and their priesthings They would see hum

they would Dft therr eyes to him m astounded
reverence as he stood on the dizzy summit of his altar
For he was standing before the altar in quite another
and higher sensc than that 1 which the holder of
Peters Leys the Pope does so after his elecuon In
convulsive ecstasy he held the cup of the Eucharnst and
the Transubstanuation—as 2 symbol of the eternally
new self burth of the entire creation m the body of
Chnst—out mto the infimity of space where it shone
Itke asecond and bughter sun And while he stood there
with the elevated sacrament an etermty 1n his estima

tion n reality two or three seconds 1t seemed to hum
as 1f the sugar loaf of Sant Agata were covered from
top to bottom with histerung angels saints and apostles

But almost more glorious seemed to him a hollow
drum beat and a line of beannfully dressed women

who linked together with garlands of flowers and
clearly visible through the walls danced around the
litle chapel Belund them whirled m ecstatic frenzy
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the mznads of the sarcophagus while the goat footed
satyss danced and pranced some of them bearmg 1n
merry processton Luchino Scarabota s wooden symbol
of fruitfulness

‘The descent to Soana brought to Francesco asto one
who has drunk the final dregs from the cup of 1ntouca
tion a mediative disenchantment The Scarsbota
family had gone away after the mass brother sister
and daughter had gratefully kissed the young priests
hand at parung

As he descended farther and farther mnto the depths
he grew more and more suspicious of the state of mmnd
1n which he had celebrated the mass up yonder The
peak of Sant Agata had surely been i former times a
place of pagan worship and what had taken hold of
him up there apparently with the rushing sound of the
Holy Ghost was perhaps the demonracal work of that
dethroned theocracy which Jesus Christ had deposed
but whose permicious power was sull tolerated by the
creator and ruler of the world Arrning at Soana and
his parsonage the priest had been wholly possessed by

the of having ¢ d a grievous sin

and his anxieties on thts account became so severe that
even before his noon meal he entered the church which
stood wall to wall with his dwelling 1n order to commtt
humself in ardent prayers to the highest Medator and
perhaps be cleansed by His grace

In 2 feehng of pure helplessness he begged God not
to deliver hum over to the assaults of the demons He
felt very clearly he confessed how they were attack
1ng his soul 1 all manner of ways now shutting 1t up
now causing 1t to expand beyond 1ts previous whole
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some hmits transforming i1t in the most termble
fashion

1 was a Iirtle garden carefully tilled to Thy praise
Francesco said to God  Now 1t 1s drowned 1n a flood
which 18 nsing and nsing perhaps through planetary
anfluences 2and on whose shoreless waters I float help
lessly i a tiny skiff Formerly Iknew my path exactly
It was the one which Thy holy church prescribes for
her servants Now I feel rather drnven than certan of
my goal and my path Giveme pleaded Francesco my
former restrictions and my assurance and command the
evil angels to cease from directing therr dangerous
assaults agamst Thy helpless servant Lead O lead us
not mto temptation It was m Thy service that I
ascended to those poor swners cause me to find my
way back into the strcely hmiced sphere of my holy
duties

Francescos prayers had no longer ther pnstne
clearness and conciseness He prayed for things which
were mutually exclusive At times he humself fell into
doubt a5 to whether the stream of passion which carried
his prayers came from heaven or from some other
source That1stosay he did not exactly know whether
he was not actually beseeching heaven for some boon
from hell The fact that he mcluded the two Scarabotas
1 fus prayer might have its source 1 Christian com
passion and pastoral care but was it the same thing
when with a fervour that brought hum to scalding
tears he prayed for the delnverance of Agata®

To this question he could for the present give an
affirmative answer for the clear surrag of hus most
powerful mstinct which he had felt on seemng the guel
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agan had passed over mnto a dreamy enthusizsm for
something infinitely pure This transformation was the
reason why Francesco did not percerve that that fruc
of a mortal st was coming to take the place of Mary
the Mother of God and was for his prayers and
thoughts one might say the incarnation of the
Madonna On the first of May there began m the
church of Soana as everywhere a special worshup of
Mary the observance of which put to sleep sull more
effectually the watchfulness of the young priest
Regularly every day at about the hour of twalight he
delnered a litle discourse princpally to the women
and daughters of Soana which had for its subject the
sirtues of the Blessed Virgin Before and afterward the
nave of the church resounded waith songs of praisc 1n
honour of Mary which rang out through the open
door into the springume And with the delicious old
awrs so beauttful m both text and muste there mungled
from without the cheerful chirping of sparrows
and the sweet plamt of the mghtingales m the damp
gorges of the nerghbourhood At such moments Fran
cesco while apparently serving AMary was wholly
given over to the service of his 1dol

Had the mothers and daughters of Soana dreamed
that 1n the cyes of the priest they formed a congrega
tton which he was mviting to the church day after day
to the glorification of that hated child of sin or 1n order
to have humsclf wafted on the devout stramns of the
songs 1n honour of Mary to the tiny pasture chinging
far and lngh upon the crags he would surely have been
stoned As 1t was 1t seemed as if the young pastors
prety mereased every day before the wondening eyes of
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the entire pansh Lattle by lictle old and young nich
and poor 1n short everybody from Sindaco to heggar
from the most faithful to the most indifferent church
goer was drawn mto the May madness of Francesco
Vela

Even the long soltary walks which he now took
were construed 1n the young saints favour And yet
they were only undertaken m the hope that on such
an occaston chance might lead Agata across his path
For fearing to betray himself he had arranged that the
next spectal service for the Scarabota family was to
tahe place only after an mterval of more than a week
which now seemed to hum unendurable

Nature was still speaking to hun 1n that open manner
of which he had first become aware on the road to
Sant Agata on the height of the little sanctuary Every
grass blade every flower every tree every vine and
vy leaf was a word m a speech that 1ssued from the
pnimeval source of all bemng and that even mn the
deepest silence spohe with a Titan's voice Never had
any music so permeated his entire being and as he
thoughe filled 1t with the Holy Ghost

Francesco had sacrificed the deep peaceful sleep of s
mghts The mystc awahening which had befallen him
seemed to have slam death 5o to speak and to have
bamshed 1ts brother sleep Every one of these mights
of creation throbbing with the pulse of the hfe that
welled up everywhere became for Francescos young
body a time of sacred reselanion so that it sometimes
scemed to hum indeed as if he felt the last veul fall from
the mystery of the Godhead Often when he passed
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from heated dreams which werc almost 3 wahing state
1nto the wakefulness of his senses when out yonder the
waterfall of Soana roared twice as loudly as by day,
when the moon was contending with the darkness of the
mughty ravines and black cloud banks were darkening
m gigantc surliness the highest peaks of Generoso
Francescos body trembled with prayers fervent as
never before and somewhat as when a thirsty tree
whose tops are beng watered by the spring ram
quivers in the wind In thus state he would wrestle with
God full of longing to be miated mto the sacred
muracle of creatton s into the flaming core of life mto
that holiest innermost Something that 1ssues from
thence and permeates all Living things He would say
From thence O Thou my almughty God radtates Thy
brightest hight from this laming core that streams out
1n ever nexhaustible waves of fire 1s diffused all the
rapture of existence and the secrec of the intensest
pleasure Lay not a completed creation into my lap O
God but make me a co-creator with Thee Let me
participate 1 Thy never interrupted work of creation
for only thus and not otherwise can 1 also become a
paruicapant i Thy paradise  Unclothed Francesco
would walk about in his room with the window wide
open 1n order to cool the heat of his hmbs and let the
mght air surge about his bedy And then it would seem
to hum as if the black thunder-storm were niding upon
the gigantic roch r1idge of Generoso as a monstrous bull
ndes upon 2 hefer snorting ramn from its nostnls
bellowing shooting quivering flashes from darkly
flaming eyes and performing with heaving flanks the
procreative Jabour of fecundity
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Ideas like these were altogether pagan and the priest
knew 1t without being as yet disquieted by 1t He had
already become too deeply immersed in the universal
lethargy of the surging forces of spnng The narcotic
breath which filled his bemg detached the lmuts of his
confined personality and gave him the expansion of the
unnerse Everywhere gods were bemng born i the
dead morning of nature and the depths of Francesco s
soul opened likewise and sent up smages of things
which lay buried m the abyss of millions of years

One mght while 1n a half waking state he had an
oppressive and i its way fnghtful dream which
plunged him mto a dreadful devotion He became as 1t
were the witness of a mystery which breathed a ternble
strangeness and at the same tume something hke the
consecration of a primitnve wrressstible power Hidden
somewhere 1n the rocks of Monte Generoso there
seemed to be monasteries from which dangerous
ladders and hitle starways led down the rocks into
1naccessible caverns Down these ladders were climbing
mn solemn tramn one after the other bearded young and
aged men m brown cowls who by the absorbed
character of thetr movements as also by the remote
expression of their faces made one shudder and seemed
to be condemned to the performance of a terrible wor
ship These wild and almost gigantic figures were
venerable 1n an alarming way They came down erect
and tall with vast unkempt bushy heads on which no
lme divided hair from beard And these celebrants of a
pitiless and besual worship were followed by women
who were only clothed as m heavy golden or raven
mantles m the mughty billows of their har Whereas
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the yohe of that passton hept the sently descending
dream anchorites under 1ts spell in ngd nsensibility
there rested upon the women a huminty as vpon
sacrificial animals that are offering themsehves to some
ternble desty In the cyes of the maonks there was 2
silent insensible frenzy as sf the possonous sung of
some rabid beast had wounded them and fused a mad
ness o therr blood a funous outburst of which was
to be expected Upon the forehcads of the women 10
their devoutly piously lowered lashes there was an
exalted solemmity

At last the anchorites of Generoso placed themsels es
singly hke hiving idols 1 shallow miches of the rock
wall and there began a phallic worship as ugly as 1t was
sublime Hornble as 1¢ was—and Francesco shuddered
to the depths of his soul—it was equally thnlhing 1n 1ts
deadly sertousness and its fearful sanctiry Huge owls
ranged with prercing shricks along the rock walls amid
the planging of the waterfall and in the magic hghe of
the moon but the deafening cries of the great mght
birds were outdone by the heart paralyzing anguished
shrieks of the preis esses as they died of the tortures of
ecstasy

The day of the dnune service for the poor outlawed
mountan herders had finally come round agatn Even
1 the mormtng when Francesco got up 1t resembled
1o other among all those he had ever expertenced Thus
i the hfe of every prileged man days spring up
unexpected and unbidden lke a blinding revelatson
On this momng the young man had no desire to be
either a sant or an archangel or even a god Nay he
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was rather serzed with a fant fear that samts arch
angels and gods mught be made his foes by envy for
on this mormung he felt himself exalted above the saints
angels and gods But on the summit of Sant Agata 2
disapporntment was awarting hum  His 1dol who bore
the name of the saint had absented herself from the
churchgoing Questioned by the blanching priest the
rude animal father only produced rude animal sounds
whereas his wife who was at the same tume his sister
evcused her daughter on grounds of household work
Thereupon the holy office was performed by Fran
cesco m 5o listless a manner that at the end of the mass
he did not nightly know whether 1t had already begun
Inwardly he expertenced the torments of hell 1ndeed
such states of mind as mn comparison with a real fall
from heaven to hell made of lum a poor damned soul
After he had disrmssed at once both the mistrants
and the two Scarabotas he descended at random one
side of the steep peak sull utterly disconcerted with
out being conscious of any goal sull less of any danger
Again he heard the nuptial cries of the circling ospreys
but they sounded to lim 11l e mockery poured out upon
him from the deceptively gleamung cther In the rubble
of a dry water course he shpped panung and leaping
while he whimpered confused prayers and curses He
felt torments of jealousy Although nothing had hap
pened save that the sinner Agata had been detamed by
something or other on the alp of Seama 1t seemed a
settled thing to the priest that she had a lover and was
spendmg the time stolen from chuzch 1n his villamous
arms While her absence brought home to his con
sciousness all of a sudden the immensity of his depen
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dence he felc by tems fear consternstion and 138¢ the
smpulse to punish her and to beg her for deln :m;;t
from hes distress—that 15 for the return of hislove :l
had by no means put off the pnde—~the W dest 4‘:}
most unyeilding of all—of the priest, and this prce
had been injured to the utmost For him the defaute of
Agatz was a threefold humilation The sinnet had
spusmied the man as such the servant of God and the
giver of the sacrament The man the prest, and the
samt writhed 1n convulsions of down trodden vamty
and foamed at the mouth when he thought of the
besnal fellow herdsman or woodchopper whom
the meantune she was probably prefernng to um
With tom and dusty cassock flayed hands and
scratched face Francesco armed after some hours of
wild and aimless clambermng up and down gorges
through thickets of broom acrass rushing mountan
warers at 2 part of Generose where herd bells greeted
tus ear He was not in doube for 2 moment as to the
Place he hod thws reached He fooked down wpon
abandoned Soans upon his church winch was clearly
to be seen n the brighe sun and recogmized the throng
that was now streamug 1o vam toward the sascrvary
Just at this moment he should have been donmng his
robes it che vestry But he could much more easily have
cast 2 rope around the sun and drawn it from the sky
than have rent the myisible fetters that were drawing
tum foreibly toward the alp

Somethuntg hie a restoration of consciousness was just

on the pownt of overtakung the young pastor when 2

fragrant smohe carried by the fresh mountan ar
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ascended snco hus nostrils Involuntanily looking about
him with a searching glance he beheld not sery far
from hum the seated figure of a man wha seemed to be
tending a lutle fire beside which was steaming 2 tin
vessel probably filled with a smunestra

The seated person did not see the priest for he had
fus back turned ro hum Hence the priest on his part
could disunguish only a round almost white woolly
head and a strong brown neck while shoulders and
back were covered with a jachet that age weather and
wind had made carth coloured and that hung loosely
on hun The peasant herder or woodcutter or what
ever he mighe be sat bending over the htele fire whose
scarcely vistble flames depressed by the mountam
breeze sent out horizontal tongues of fire and flat gusts
of smoke along the earth He was evidently absorbed m
some tash—a prece of carving as 1t soon turned out—
and was stlent Itke one whose immediate occupation has
made him forget God and the world After Francesco
had been standing a considerable while for some reason
or other anxtously avording any movement the man or
boy by the fire began to whistle softly and having ence
begun to make music suddenly breathed out imto the
air from a2 melodious throat detached f of
some song

Francesco s heart bear violently It wis not because
he had climbed so furiously up and down the gorges
but for reasons which dern ed partly from the strange
ness of hus situation partly from the peculiar 1mpres
ston which the provumuty of the man by the fire pro-
duced 1 kum This brown neck chis curly yellowish
white hate the youthfully abundant physique which
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one dismed beneath the shabby covering the recogniz
ably free and sausfied behaviour of the mountaineer—
all this formed hike a flash a connection 1 Francesco s
soul m which his morbid and undirected jealousy flared
up still more tortuningly than before

Francesco walked up to the fire He could not have
successfully hidden anyway and he was moreover
attracted by srresisuble forces At this the mountaineer
turned around show ed a face full of y outh and strength
the like of which the priest had never yet seen sprang
up and gazed at the approachmng stranger

It was now clear to Francesco that he had to do with
a young herdsman as the carving he was executing
was a shing He was watching the brown and black
spotted cattle which visible here and there but on the
whole remote 2nd lndden were chimbing about among
boulders and brush betrayed only by the tinkle of the
bells which the bull and some of the cows wore on
their nechs He was a Christun and what else should
he have been among all the mountain chapels and the
mmages of the Madonna in this region® But he also
seemed to be a very particularly devoted son of the
holy Church for recognizing at once the garb of the
priest he Lissed Francescos hand with imud fervour
and humility

In other respects however as the latter saw at once
he bore no resemblance to the other children of the
parish He was more powerfully and heauly buile his
muscles had something athletic about them and his eye
seemed to have been taken from the blue lake far below
and to be as far sighted as that of the brown ospreys
which were cirching as ever high about Sant Agata
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His forehead was low tus hps thick and morst, his
glance and smule of a blunt frankness Secretn eness and
hrdden guile such as are peculiar to many a man of the
South were not to be detected n him Of all these
matters Francesco took account eye to eye with the
blond young Adam of Monte Generoso and confessed
to hunself that he had never seen such a naturally
handsome lout m hus hfe

In order to conceal the true reason for his commng
and yer male his presence comprehensible he made
up the lte that he had given the sacrament to 2 dying
person 1n a £ mote cabin and then had started home
without his minsstrants In doing so he had lost his way
slipping and shding and now wished to be put on the
nght path after he had rested 2 Itle The herder
believed this e With rude laughter and showmng his
healthy rows of teeth and yet with embarrassment he
follow ed the priest s story and arranged 2 seat for him
throwing the jachet from fus shoulders and spreading
1t out on the roadside by the fire This bared hus brown
and shiming shoulders and 1ndeed his entire body to the
waist and 1t was seen that he was weanng no shure,

To begin 2 comversation with thus child of nature
mvolved considerable difficultzes It seemed embarras-
sing to hum to be alone with the man of the church
Kneeling he blew 1nto the fire awhile put ewigs on it,
now and then Iifted the Iid of the kettle and spoke 2
few words n an mncomprehensible dislect then sud
denly he uttered a mighty shout, which echoed and
re-echoed from the roch bastions of Generosa

Scarcely had this echo died away when something
was heard approaching with loud shriching and laugh
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ter It was vartous voices the voices of children among
which was to be distinguished the voice of a woman
alternately laughing and calling for help At the sound
of thts votce Francesco fele hus arms and feet go numb
and 2t the same ume 1t seemed to lum as if a power
were making wself known which compared with thc
one that had produced s narural
the true and venitable secret of life Francesco was
flaming like the burning bush of the Lord but out
wardly he gave no sign While his soul was msensible
for many seconds he felt an unfarmbiar deln erance and
at the same time a captivity as sweet as 1t was hope
fess

In the meanime the laughter choked femimmne cries
for help had been nearmg unul at the rurn of 2 precipt
tous path a bucolic prerure became visible as innocent
as it was certamty unuual The very same spotted goat
that had pestered the priest Francesco on his first visic
to the mountan pasture was leading snorting and
rebellious a lieele bacchantic processton and pursued
by shouting children was bearing astride on his back
the only bacchante of the troop The beautsful girl that
Francesco thought he was beholding for the first time
was holding i powerful grasp the twisted horns of the
goat but strongly as she leaned backward drawing the
neck of the animal w1th her she was unable esther to
force 1t to stand still or to shide off 1ts back Some bit of
fun which she mighe perhaps have undertahen to please
the chuldren had got the girl into this helpless situation
m which not really sitting but touching the ground
with her bare feet on erther side of her unsuitable
mount she was less carried than walking and yet could
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not get free of the unruly fiery buck without falling
Her hair had come down the straps of her coarse shirt
had shpped from her shoulders so that one delicious
sphere was visible and the short shirts of the shepherd
ess which never reached qurte to her calf were now
still Jess adequate to cover her voluptuous knees

It took some Lttle ume for the priest to become
aware who the bacchante really was and that 1n her
he had before him the hungnly sought object of hus
torturing longing The shrieks of the girl her laughter
her mvoluntary wild movements her loosened and
flying harr the open mouth the spasmodically heaving
and panting breast the whole sems forced yet deltber
ate foolhardiness of the bosterous ride had outwardly
changed her entirely A rosy glow overspread her face
and mingled pleasure and fear with a bashfulness which
found droll and pretty expresston when one of her
hands darted like a flash from the horn of her mount
to the dangerously disarranged hem of her dress

Francesco was spelt bound and captivated by the
Ppicture as if 1t were endowed with a paraly zmg power
It seemed to hum beaunful 1n a way which did not sug
gest to him the remotest resemblance to a witchs nde
On the other hand his impressions of the antique were
revived He thought of the marble sarcophagus which
stood on the village square of Soana ever overflowing
with clear mountatn water and whose sculpture he had
lately studied Was 1t not as if that marble and yet so
Lving world of the wreath-crowned wme-gad the
dancing satyrs the panther drawn tniumphal charsor,
the female flutists and bacchantes had hidden stself in
the stony wastes of Generoso and as if suddenly one of
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the god mspired women, cut off from the frenzed
mountam worshep of che menads had surprised them
by appeanng 1n present day bied

If Francesco had not recognized Agata at once on
the other hand the goat had tmmediately recognized the
priest  wherefore he dragged straight up to hum his
samfy shnehing and resisting burden and by settng
his tw o cleft fore hooves without any ceremony n the
priests lap brought about che final release of hus nder
who slowly shd down off his back

The moment the girl realized that a stranger was
present and actually recogmzed this stranger as Fran
cesco her laughter and her gatety came to a very sud
den end and her face which ull then had been beam
ing with pleasare tooh on a half-defiant pallor

Whyv did you not come to church today? Francesco
ashed this questton rising to tus feer in a tone and with
an expresston on fus pale face which one must have
meerpreted as angry although it had for us cause a
very different commotion 1 hus soul Ether because
he wished to conceal this agitation, or ot of embarrass
ment even helplessness or becsuse the shepherd of
souls 1 hum was really bursting with indignation  hys
anger mcreased and was displayed m a manner that
made the herder look up m disapproval bur that sent
alternately the flush and pallor of consternation and
shame into the face of the gul

But while Francesco was speahing and chuding with
words—words that flowed easily from hus hps withour
hus soul s needng to be i them-—all was calm wrthin
him and whle the semns were swelling on hus alabaster
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brow he felt the rapture of a deln erance The utmost
poverty of hfe which he had just been feehng was
transformed 1nto wealth his torturing hunger mto
satiety the accursed mnfernal world of 2 moment be
fore was now dnipping with the glory of paradise And
while the ecstasy of his wrath was bemg poured out
more and more powerfully that ecstasy grew and
grew He had not forgotten the despainng state mn
whch he had just been but his soul was yubilant now
and he could not but bless 1t agam and again For that
state had been the bridge leading to happiness So far
had Francesco already been drawn 1nto the magic circle
of love that the mere presence of the beloved object
brought with 1t that enjoyment which benumbs one
with happiness and which permus no thought of
deprivation however immunent

With all this the young priest felt and no longer
concealed from himself the extent of the change that
had taken place ;n lum The true state of his betng had
been revealed i the nude as 1t were The mad chase
whuch he had just completed was not prescribed by the
church as he well knew and was outside the hallowed
network of roads that were clearly and strictly deline
ated for hus labours For the first ume not only his foot
but his soul had strayed mto the pathless void and 1t
scemed to him that he had reached the spot on which
he now stood not so much as man but rather 25 a
falling stone a falling drop a leaf driven by the gale

Every one of his angry words taught Francesco that
he was no longer master of humself but on the contrary
was being forced to seck and exercise power over Ag;u
at any price He took possession of her with words
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The more he humiliated her the more loudly resounded
within hum the harps of bliss Every pamn which s
censure mflicted on her aroused a delirum m him 2
Iittle more—if only the herder had not been present—
and Francesco would have lost in thus delirium che last
vestige of hus self control and falling at the girl s feer
would have betrayed the true beating of his heart

Agarta had preserved to this day although she had
grown up i that 1l famed household the mnocent
mind of a flower Her blue eyes that resembled the
mountan gentian had never been seen i the valley or
down by the lake any more than the gentian wself The
circle of her expenience was mited tn the extreme Yet
although the priest was for her not really a man at all
but rather a thing between God and man a hid of
strange sorcerer yet she suddenly divined and mant
fested 1t by an astonished look what Francesco wished
to conceal

The children had led the billy goat up over the
rubble and away The woodcutter had not felt com
fortable 1n the presence of the priest He took his pot
from the fire and chimbed with 1t very labortously up
to a comrade supposedly who was lowening bundles
of brushwood with an interminable wire over a prect
pice into the depths below At intervals one of these
dark bundles would crawl with a scrapmg sound along
the rocky bastions looking not unlike 2 brown bear or
the shadow of a giant bird Moreover 1t seemed to be
flying since the ware was not vistble When the herds
man had dpappeared from sight with a yodel of such
great power that 1t re echoed from the battlements and
bastions of Monte Generoso Agata as if crushed with
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penttence kissed the hem of the priests garment and
then his hand

Francesco had mechanically made the sign of the
cross over the gitls head so that his fingers had
touched her hair But now a convulsive trembhing went
through hus arm as 1f a Somethung were trymg with its
utmost strength to heep another Somethng 1 1ts
power But the straming resisting Something was yet
unable to prevent the blessng hand from slowly
spreading out bringing 1ts palm nearer and nearer to
the head of the pemtent smner and suddenly sesung
firmly and fully upon 1t

Francesco cast a cowardly glance about him He was
far from wishing to Lie to himself at this stage of affairs
or to use the duties of his holy office to justify the
situation 1 which he was yet there flowed from him
all sorts of words about confession and confirmation
And his very nearly uncontrolled stramung passion
feared so greatly the possibility of arousing horror and
detestation 1n case of discoery that it too once more
took cowardly refuge behind the mask of the muustry

You will come down to my school 1n Soana Agata
sad he There you will learn to read and wiite T will
teach you a morning and an evening prayer also God's
commandments and how you can recognize and avoid
the seven cardinal sms Then you wall confess to me
every week

But Francesco who had torn himself free after these
words and had gone down the mounram without
looking around resolved the next mormng after a
pamfully wakeful mght to go to confession humself
When he revealed not without dismgenuousness his
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qualms of conscience to a snuff talung arch prest of
the neighbouring mountain town Arogno by name he
was most readily absohved It was obvious that the devil
was opposiag the attempt of the young priest to lead
straymg souls back mto the bosom of the Church
especrally since for a man woman was alw ays the most
1mmediate occaston for smmng After Francesco had
breakfasted with the wre-prete m the parsonage and
after many a frank word had been uttered concerning
the frequent conflict between secular and churchly
mterests while the open window let 1 soft aus sun
hght and bird: F yielded to the del
that he was carrymg away an unburdened heart

A parr of this metamorphosts was due no doubt to
same glasses of that heavy darh violet wine which the
peasants of Arogno pressed from thewr grapes and of
which the priest had a fuw hogsheads full Down mto
the vaulted cellar under huge tender leaved chestnut
trees where these riches were stored on cross beams
the priest at the complenion of ctherr meal escorted hus
fellow priest and confessant It was fus habit to take
down hts fiask at this cume and Al 1e against the needs
of the day

But scarcely had Francesco suid farewell to his
father confessor on the flowery wmd swept meadow
befare the tron bound portal of the vaulted cave i the
rock scarcely had he stridden sigorously away around
a tum 1 the rosd and put sufficiently hilly country
with tree and thicket beew een himself and the other
when he began to feel an mexplicable repugnance to
the consolation of hus colleague 2nd to the enttre wume
that he had spent with hum
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This duty peasant whose wom cassoch and sweat
filled underw ear disseminated a repulstve odour whose
scurvy head and rude hands covered with mgramed
filth, proved that soap was an alien thing to hum seemed
to hum rather an antmal—or a clod—than a prest of
God The clergy are consecrated persons he told hum-
self so the Church teaches who have been endowed
through the taking of vows with supernatural dignity
and power so that even angels bow down before them
This man could only be designated as a travesty on all
such thungs What 2 disgrace to see the prestly
supremacy placed 1 such clowmnush hands'—since even
God 15 actually subject to such supremacy and 15
eresistibly forced by the words Hoc est eum meum
corpus to descend upon the altar i the mass

Francesco hated hum yes despised um Then agam
he felt deep regret At last 1t seemed to hum as if the
sunking ugly obscene Satan had chosen him for a
disgmse And he thought of those creatures that
have come to buth with the aid of an 1ncubus or a
succubus

Francesco was himsclf astonished at these stunngs of
his soul and at the course of his thoughts His host and
confessor had hardly given any occaston for 1t, ande
from his eustence for his words even at table had
been instinct throughout wuth the spint of propnety
But Francesco was already floatng once more n such
a state of sublumity felt humself to be breathing such a
heavenly punty that to hum compared with this
hallowed clement the commonplace seemed to be
permanently bound by the chamns of perdition.

The day had armed on which Francesco was
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evpecting 1 hus parsonage for the first ume the sinner
from the alp of Soana He had emyomed upon her to vse
the bell pull not far from the church by which ene
could call hum to the confessional But 1t was already
approachmg mudday and sull the bell had not stirred
while he becomng more and more absent minded was
wstructmg m the school room some half grown boys
and gurls The waterfall sent 1rs roar now swelling
pow drminushing 1 through the open window and the
priests evcitement grew as the sound increased He
was full of concern lest he should miss the tunkle of the
bell The chuldren were perpleved by tus restlessness
his absent mindedness Least of all did it escape the
guls whose earthly as well as their heavenly senses
feasted rapturously on the young sunt thar his mind
was not on hus busmess and henee not on them enther
Lanked by a deep mstmet with the surnngs of his
youthful being they even shared 1n the suspense which
domunated 1t ac the moment

Shortly before the peal of the noon bell there arose
a murmur of vorces on the village square whnch ulf
now had lan quietly 1 the sunbighe sts chestnut tops
covered with the shoots of Mayume A crowd of
peaple was approaching The sound of calmer seem
mply protesting male yoices was to be heard but an
srresistible stream of womens words cnes curses and
protests alf at once far outswelled them and drowned
them to the pomt of maudibality Then an omnous
stillness ensued Suddenly there came to the ear of the
priest dull sounds the cause of which was at first
comprehenstble It was Maytrme and yet st sounded
as when in the fall 2 chestut tree feeling the force of
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a gust of wind shakes down tons of fruit at a time
the hard chestnuts burst as they fall Iike drum beats on
the ground

Francesco leaned out of the window

He saw with horror what was talung place on the
pazza He was so frightened indeed so filled wich
consternatton that he was brought to his senses only by
the shrill ear prercing peal of the confessional bell
which was being pulled with deperate persistence In
an instant he had run mto the church and out 1n front
of the door and had snatched the confessant—it was
Agata—away from the bell pull and mto the church
Then he stepped out before the portal

So much was clear the entrance of the outlawed
gul into the willage had been noticed and the people
had done what they usually did at such umes They
had tnied to drive her with stones as if she had been
some wolf or mangy cur away from the haunts of
men The chidren and mothers of children had
assembled and chased the ostracized curse Jaden being
without leting the beaunful gl figure disturb them
at all 1 the assumption that their stone throws were
aimed at a dangerous ammal a monster that was spread
ing pestilence and destruction At the same time Agata
certain of the priests protection had not let herself be
swerved from her purpose Thus the resolute gl
pursued and hunted had armved before the door of the
church which was even now struch by some stones
thrown by chldish hands

The priest had no need of chiding words to brng h';
exaited panshioners to their senses  they had scattere
and fled as soon as they saw hum
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In the church Francesco had motioned to the pant
mg stleat fugitive ta follow him mto the parsonage
He too was excited and so the two heard each other
breathing fitfully Upon a natrow hule staircase of the
parsonage btwcen whitewashed walls stood the hor
nfied but already somewhar reassured househeeper
ready to recene the hunted creatare One could sce
that she was ready to help m anv way that mighe be
needed Only at sight of the old woman dd Agata
seem to hecome aware of the humiliating character of
her present state Passing from laughter to anger and
back from anger to laughter she uttered wiolent
umprecatsons and thus gave the priest his fisst oppor
tunity to hear her voice which seemed to hum to rng
out full sonorous and heroic She did not know why
she was persecuted She regarded the httle town of
Soana much as she would have regarded a nest of
mud wasps or an ant hill Funous and mdignant as she
v 2s 1t did not enter her mind to seflect upon the cause
of this dangerous malignance for after all she had bewn
famthar with this condon from chidhood and
accepted 1t as natural But one fights off wasps and ants
too Though 1t be ammals that attach us we arc
brought by them to hatred fury despair ss the case
may be and nnburden our hearts agamn as the case may
be by threats tears or evidences of the deepest con
tempt Agatz did the same thing and while the house
Leeper was now twieching mto place her mserable
rags she herself was gathening vp the astomshing pro
fusion of her rust or ochre coloured hair which had
come down during her swift run

At this moment young Francesco suffcred as neser
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before under the stram of his passton The neamness of
the woman who had ripened to matunty m the moun
tan wilds like a delicious wild frurt the intoxicating
glow which raduated from her heated body the cr
cumstance that the confinement of his own dwelling
novw embraced the hitherto distant and unattainable
gurl—all this brought him to such a pass that he had to
clench his fists tighten his muscles and set his tecth
merely to remam upnght m a condition that for
seconds at 2 time completely darkened his bram When
1t hghtened he became aware within him of a mon
strous commotton of pictures thoughts and feelngs

landscapes people remotest recollections hwing
moments m the past of his family and his profession
united with smages of the present Fleemng from these
as 1t were an inescapable future rose up sweet and
ternble to which he knew he was completely subject
Thoughts quivered across thss picture chaos of the
soul nnumerable restless but powerless The con

scious will Francesco realized was dethroned m his
soul and another was reigning which was not to be
ressted With a shudder the young man confessed to
humself that he had unconditionally surrendered to 1t
This condition resembled an obsession But when there
came over hum a fear of his unavasdable plunge into
the crime of 2 mortal sin then at the same nme he would
fam have bellowed mn the most ungovernable joy Ilis
hungry glance looked forth with a wholly novel

astorushed sausfaction And more 1 this case hunger
was satisfaction satisfaction was hunger The bhs;lahc

mous thought shot through his mind that hehn:; f:;:
was his mperishable divine food with whi
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sacrament gives heavenly nounshmenc to farthiful
Chustizn souls His emouons were idolatrous He
declared that lus uncle m Ligornerto was a poor
sculptor And why had he not rather been 2 panter?
Perhaps he himself could sull become a pawater He
thought of Bernardino Lutr and his great panting n
the old church of the monastery at nearby Lugano and
of the delicrous blonde holy women that us brush bad
crested there But of course they were nothing com
pared wich this hor, most hving reahty

Trancesco did not know ar first what to do An
admonttory fecling, prompted hun to flee for the
present the proxumity of the gul All sorts of reasons
not all equally pure moyed hum to seek cut the Smdaco
at once and acquamt hum with the occurence before
athers cauld da sa The Stndaco bistened to hua quietly
~Franc sce had fortunately found hum at home—~and
accepted the priest s pame of view m the matter It was
but Chrstian and the part of a good Catholic not
simply to overlook the deplorable conditions on the
alp but to take an anterest m the il famed tribe
ensnared 1n st and shame But as o the villagers and
therr conduct, he promused to take stern measures
agamst them

When the young priest had gone the pretty wife of
the Stndaco who had 2 quict sifent way of observing
things remarked

This young priest mght eastly gee to be a cardmal
yes even Pope It scems to me that he 1s wearmng him
self out with fasung prayers and mght watches But
the devil 15 always pursumg just the holtest ones with
Tus hellsh ares and with the most deceptive trchs and
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wiles May the young man with Gods aid ever be
preserved from them
Many desirous and many evil femnine eyes follow ed
Francesco as he walked back to the parsonage at 2 Ppace
as Iittle accelerated as possible They hnew where he
had been and were resolved to use every effort to keep
this pestrlence of Soana from being forced upon them
Erect grls walking along with loads of wood on their
heads wha had met hum on the square near the marble
sarcophagus had to be sure saluted him with sub:
swve smules but sub, ly looked p ly at
one another As m a fever Francesco strode along He
heard the mingled warbling of the burds the sw eling
and diminshing roar of the eternal waterfall but i
seemed to hum as 1f s feet were not on the ground
but were bemg dragged forward without 2 rudder into
a muelstrom of sounds and images Suddenly he found
hamself 1n the sacristy of his church then n the nave
before the hugh altar as he prayed to the Virgin Mary
on lus knees for help m the tempest of his soul

But hus prayers were nor meant to have the effect of
freeing him from Agata Such a wish would have found
10 nourishment 1 his hearr They were rather a plea
for mercy The Mother of God should understand

Orgive perhaps approve Abruptly Francesco mter

fupted his prayer and tore himself away from the altar
as the thonght happened to flit 1nto his consciousness
that Agata might have gone away However he found
the girl sull there and Ietronila was keepmg her
€Oompan;

I}l)xa\zscttled everything saud Francesco The road
to the church and the priest s free to all Trust in me
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today s happenung will not be repeated There came
upon hum such a resoluteness and assurance that 1t was
as 1f he were once more standing on the nght path and
on good ground Petronilla was sent to the netghbour
ing parsonage with an important church document
The errand could unfortunately not be postponed and
incrdentally the housekeeper was to nform the priest of
thusincrdent  If you meet anybody  the young man re
marl ed with emphasis say that Agata from the high
alp has come and 1s here with me in the parsonage and
that she 1s being instructed by me m the doctrines of
our rehgion our hallowed farth Just let them come
and prevent 1t and draw down upon thewr heads the
punsshment of cternal damnaton Just let them cause
an uprising before the church to maltreat therr fellow
Christian The stones will not strihe her but me I shall
myself escort her as soon as 1t grows dark though it
were up to the very alp itself

When the housekeeper had gone 2 Jong silence ensued
The gurl had Jaid her hands m her lap and was still
sitting on the rdentical chair apparently rickety which
Petronilla had moved for her up agamst the white

washed wall There was still a quiver in Agatas eyes
and the myury she had suffered was reflected 1n flashes
of mdignation and secret rage but her full cheeked
Madonna Il ¢ face had more and more taken on a help

less expression unti) at last 2 sient coprous stream
bathed her checks Francesco meanwhile with hus back
to her had been lookung out of the open window As
he Jet his ey es rov e over the gigantic mountam walls of
the valley of Soana from the fate pregnant alp down
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to the lake-shore while with the eternal murmur of the
waterfall the snging of 2 single melung boyish votee
came to hum from the luxuriant vine clad terraces he
could not but hesteate to think that he now really had
1n lus hands the fulfilment of his all too human desures
Would Agata stll be present when he turned around?
And if she were present what would happen when he
turned® Must this turnmg not be decistve for his entire
earthly exstence yes and even beyond 1t? These
questions and doubts led the priest to keep the position
he had taken as long as possible 1n order to judge or at
least consult himself once more before the decision was
made It was 2 matter of seconds not of minutes yet
m these seconds not only the entire ustory of his
entanglement from the first visit of Luchino Scarabota
onward but his enure conscious hfe became m
mediately present to um In these seconds a whole
tremendovs vision of the Last Judgment with Father
Son and Holy Ghost i the sky spread out above the
ropmost nidge of Generoso and ternfied hum with the
blare of trumpets One foot upon Generoso the other
upon a summt across the lake the scale tus left hand
the naked sword in his nght the Archangel Michael
stood terrble and threateung While the abomnable
Satan had descended with horns and claws betund the
alp of Soana But almost everywhere that the glance of
the priest strayed there stood Wringing her hands a
black robed blach vetled woman who was 0o other
than his desparmg mother

Francesco shut Ius eyes and then pxescd his two
hands agamst his temples Then as he slowly ‘“m“;
around he looked for 2 long nume with an expression ©
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horror at the tear bathed girl whose purple lips were
quisering with pain Agata was startled His face was
distorted as 1f the finger of death had touched 1t
Speechless he staggered over to her And wuth a groan
hike that of one subdued by an inescapable power
which was at the same time a wild Lfe hungry moan
ing and groanmg for mercy he collapsed upon his
Inees before her and wrung his clasped hands 1n her
face

Francesco would perhaps not have succumbed to his
passton 1n such a degree for a long ume had not the
sillagers crime against Agata mingled with 1t 2 name
less burming humane compassion He realized what
this creature endowed by God with the beauty of
Aphredite must without a protector look forward to
m her future kfe and 1n the world He had been made
her protector by the circumstances of the day had
perhaps saved her from being stoned to death He had
thereby gamed a certamn personal clam to her a
thought which was not clear to lum but yet influenced
Tus actions  operaung unconsciously 1t cleared away
all sorts of nhibitions timidity and fearfulness And in
hus spinit he saw no possibility of ever again withdray
g his hand from the outcast He would stand by her
side even if the world and God stood on the other
Such reflections such emotional currents unexpectediy
united with the stream of passton so that the latter
overflowed its banks

For the moment however his behaviour was not yet
a betrayal of the nghe the consequence of a resolve to
sin 1€ was only 2 state of weahness of helplessness
‘Why he did what he was domng he could not have told
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In truth he was really doing nothing only something
was happentng to him And Agata who really should
have been frghtened now was not fmghtened but
seemed to have forgotten that Francesco was a stranger
to her and a priest He seemed all at once to have be
come her brother And while her weeping mereased to
sobbing she not only permutted him now hkewise
shaken by dry sobs to embrace her as if to comfort
her but she lowered her rear streamung face and hid 1t
on his breast

Now she had become a chuld and he her father by
virtue of his seehing to comfort her 1n her sorrow But
he had never felt the body of 2 woman so close to him
and his caresses and his tenderness w ere soon more than
fatherly To be sure he felt clearly that in the sobbing
woe of the gul there was something like a confession
He realized that she knew to what a hateful love she
owed her ewstence and was weeping over 1t with him
1 equal sorrow Her distress her pamn he was bearing
with her Thus thexr souls were umted But he soon
Iifted her sweet Madonna face to lus own clasping her
around the nech and drawing her to hum while his
right hand bent back her white brow and when he
had long feasted greedy looks on what he thus held
mmprisoned with the fire of madness 1 hus eye he
suddenly dropped ltke 3 hawh upon her hot tear salted
mouth 2nd remaimed indissolubly fused with 1t After
moments of earthly reckonmng etermuttes of paralyzing
bliss Francesco suddenly tore humself away and stood
firmly on both feet wath the taste of blood on his hips
Come sud he you cannot go home alone w ithout
protecuon and so I shall accompany you
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A changeable shy hung over the Alpine world as Fran
cesco and Agata stole out of the parsonage They
rurned 1nto a field path on which they climbed down
unsecn from terrace to terrace between mulberry trees
and through garlands of prape vines Francesco knew
very well what lay belund him and what Rubicon he
had now crossed but he could feel no regree He was
altered sublumated liberated The mght was sultiry In
the plain of Lombardv 1t seemed thund Tms were
woving about whose distant flashes shot up mn fan
shaped rays behind the gunt sithouettes of the moun
tams Odours of the smmense lac tree under the win
dows of the parsonage floated down from thence with
the passmg seepmg water of the branching brooks
mingled with warm and cold currents of air The two
1toxicated bemngs did not speak  He supported her as
often a5 they chimbed down the wall 1n the darkness to
3 lower terrace and would perhaps catch her 1n his
arms 50 that her heart beat on hus hus thirsty mouth
clung to hers Thev did not really hnow where they
were gong for from the depths of Savaghas gorge no
path led up the alp They were agreed on this how
ever that they must 2101d the ascent to 1t through the
village But it was not their intention to reach any
external, any distant goal but to enjoy to the full their
smmediate attanment.

How full of dross how dead and empey the world
had been huherto and what 3 transformanon 1t had
vndergone How she had changed in the priests eyes
and how he had changed m hers Effaced and of no
account were all the things i his recollection that
hutherto had meant everything to hum Father mather

108




THE HERETIC OF 50ANA

as well a5 hus teachers had all been left behind like
vermen 1 the dust of the old rejected world whereas
tohum the son of God the new Adam the cherub had
reopened the gates of paradse In this paradse m
which he was now takmg his first enraptured steps
trnelessness was supreme He no longer felt lumself a
man of any partrcular time or age Equally tumeless was
the nocturnal world about him And since the ume of
expulston the world of hamshment and of original sin
now lay behind him outside the guarded gates of
paradise he no Jonger felo the shghtest fear of 1t
Nebody out yonder could mjure him It was not i the
power of his superiors not in the power of the Pope
humself even to prevent his enjoyment of the least of
the fruits of paradise nor to take from hum the Jeast
fragment of that gift of grace that ighest bliss which
had once for all been bestowed upon him His supertors
had become mferiors They lived forgotten m a long
Jost world of wailing and gnashing of tecth Francesco
was no longer Francesco he had just been aw akened
by the breath of God as first man as sole Adam sole
master of the Garden of Eden There Iived no other
man besides him t the expanse of this sinless creation
Constellavons making heavenly music trembled with
ecstasy Clonds lowed ke greedily pastunng kine
purple frows raduted streams of sweet raprure an
delicious refreshment _tree trunks sweated fragrant
Testn blossoms strewed prectous spices but ol this
God had placed among all
these muracles a5 the frut of fruics the spice of spices
upan her who avas herself Fls geeatest miracle All the
fragrance of the spices sheir finest essénce she Creasor
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had put mnto the hair shin and fruity flesh of her body
but her form and substance had no equal Her form
and substance was God's seeret Her form moved of
uself and was equally delicious at rest or in change
Her substance seemed to be made from that out of
which lily leases and rose perals are formed but 1t was
of chaster coolness and of hotter fire 1t was at once
more delicate and more resistant In this frout there was
a living throbbing kernel delicious qunering pulses
hammered n 1t and when one tasted of her she
bestowed little by httle all the more delicious exquisite
raptures while her heavenly abundance lost nothing
thereby

And the most dehicious thing 1n this creation this
regamed paradise one could casily deduce from the
nearness of the Creator God had nesther finished His
worh here and left 1t alone nor had He laid Himself to
restn it On the contrary the creating hand the creat
ng spunt were not withdrawn they rematned creatively
at work And every one of all the parts and members
of paradise was creative Francesco Adam having only
just 1ssued from the potters workshop felt himself
creatvely active in every durectton With a raprure
which was super worldly he felt and saw Eve the
daughter of God There was still chinging to her the
love that had formed her and the most delicious of all
substances which the Father had utilized for her body
sull had that unearthly beauty which was not sulled
by the smallest gram of earthly dust But this creation
too was sull quivermg swelling and shimng with
the heavenly fire of active creauve power and burn
g to be fused with Adam And Adam again was
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burning to umite with her and enter into a new perfec
tion.

Agata and Francesco Francesco and Agata the
prrest, the son of a good family and the outlawed
despised shepherd maid—they were the first human
couple s they clambered hand 1 hand by nocturnal
byways down the mountan They were seeling the
deepest seclusion Silent their souls filled with 2 name
less astonushment with a rapture that swelled both their
breasts almost to bursting they descended decper and
deeper mnto the delicious muracle of the cosmic hour

They were moved The blessing the holy election
which they felt resting upon them mingled with their
tfinite happimess a sertous solemnity They had felt
therr bodies had been umted n a kuss but they fele the
unknown destiny to which they were gomg It was the
ulumate mystery It was the very reason why God was
creatng and why he had put death mto the world
tahing death into the bargan as 1t were

So the first human couple arnved at the bottom of
the narrow gorge which the httle Savaglia had worn It
was very deep and only a famt unfrequented foot
path led along the brink of the water course up to the
Tresers oir imto which the mountain water plunged down
from a dizzy height over a rock ledge At a consider
able distance from this potnt the brook was divided nto
two branches which soon reumted by a small green
sslet which Francesco loved and had ofm; g‘;;‘:]ed

s made verv lovely by some you!
‘::::s ts;al:l‘\‘n:lsmken oot there And Adam took off hus
shoes and carred his Eve over to it Come or I dlxcd
he satd more than once to Agaa And they trample
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down narcissus and Easter hlies with the heavy almost
drunken tread of lovers

Lven here 1n the gorge there was summer heat
though the rushing flow of the brook brought coolness
with 1t How short was the ume that had elapsed since
the turming pomnt 1 the Lfe of the couple and how
far away everything had receded that lay before that
turnmng pomt Since the 1slet was rather remote from
the vnllagc, the peasant who owned 1t 1 order to be

d aganst the c of the

weather had constructed of stones branches and earth
a hut which afforded a tolerably rain proof couch of
leaves It was perhaps this hut that had been 1 hus
minds eye when Adam took with Eve the down hill
wstead of the up hill path The hut scemed prepared to
recewve the lovers Secret hands here scemed to have
been advised of the approaching festnval of the secret
mcarnaton for there were clouds of hghe about the
hut clouds of sparks fireflies glow worms worlds
milky ways which sometumes ascended in mughty
sheaves as if they were going to re people cmpty
umverses They swarmed and floated at such a heighe
through the gorge that one could no longer disunguish
from them the stars of heaven

Although they were familiar with 1t this spectacle
this silent magic was none the less wonderful for Fran
cesco and the sinful Agata and their wonder at it
cheched them for a moment Ts this the spot thought
Francesco which I have so often visited and surveyed
with sausfacuon really without any presentment of
what 1t would one day mean to me® It scemed to me a
place whither one might withdraw as a hermut from the
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woe of the world 2nd renouncing all ummerse oneself
1 the word of God What 1t really 15 an 1sland i the
mver Euphrates or Tigns the secret blissfullest spot In
paradise T should not have seen 1n st And the mystic
flaring spark clouds nupual fires sacnfictal fires or
Whatever they might be hfted m completely from the
earth When he did not forget the world he knew that
1t was lymg powerless before the gates of the garden of
Eden Iike the seven headed dragon the seven headed
beast that came up out of the sea What had he to do
with them that worshipped the dragon® Let 1t blas
pheme against the hut of God Its slavermg would not
teach thewr retreat Never had Francesco never had
he as priest felt such a nearness to God such a security
m Him such an obhiviousness of hus own personalicy
and gradually wmn the rushing of the mountain brook
the mountams scemed to boom melodiously the rock
¢rags to peal ike an organ  the stars to make music with
myriads of golden harps Choirs of angels shouted
through nfimte space Iike tempests the harmonmtes
came roaning down from above and bells bells chimes
of bells wedding bells small and large deep and high
immense and delicate diffused an oppresstve  blissful
solemmty throughout the universe And so they sank
locked m each other s embrace upon their leafy bed

There 15 no moment that tarnies and even though one
tries with anxious haste to hold fast those of the hughest
rapture—try as one will one finds no handle to hold
them by His whole hfe Francesco felt consisted of
steps up to the summit of the mystery he was now
Ining Where should one breathe 1 future if one
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could not hold it fast? How should one endure an
existence like the damned if one were once more

pelled from the of this heaven?® In
the mudst of the superhuman mtovication of enjoyment
the young man felt with shootng pam the transwon
ness of 1t 1n the enjoyment of possession the torment
of loss It seemed to fum as 1f he were drnkung a cup
of delictous wine and quenching 2n equally delicious
thirst but the cup was never emptied and yet the thirst
was never quenched Nor did the drinker wish his
delicious thirst to be satiated nor tus cup to be
emptied yet he suched at 1t with greedy frenzy tor
mented because he could never get to the bottom

Lmbraced by the rushing of the brook overflooded
by 1t enarcled by dancing fireflies the couple rested
on the rusthng leaves while the stars twinkled in
through the roof of the hut Of all Agatas mystenes
which he had martelled at like unattainable treasures
he had taken trembling possession He had plunged
mnto her loosened hair his hips clung to her Iips But
immedately his eye was filled with envy of his mouth
which had robbed 1t of the sight of the sweer mrl
mouth And ever more mcomprehensible glowng and
benumbing welled up bliss from the mysterses of her
young body What he had never hoped to possess
when hot mghts would tantalize hm with & was
nothing compared to what he now possessed without
stint or hmit

And while he was feasting he would ever and agamn
b come neredulous The excess of his consummation
always tempted him afresh to assure himself msatiably
of tus ownership Tor the first tume 1n tus life us fingers
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hus trembling hands and palms hus arms his breast his
fups touched 2 woman And she was to lum more than
woman He felt as if he had recovered something that
112d been lost or fung away without which he had
been 2 cripple and with which he had now united to
form 2 perfect whole Had he ever been separated from
these hips this hatr these breasts and arms® It was 2
goddess not a woman And besides 1t was nothuing that
eusted by mself he burrowed mto the heart of the
world and with his ears pressed agamst her virgin
breasts he DIistened with blissful shudders to the heart
bear of the world

‘That stupor that half sleep came over the couple 1n
which the raptures of exhaustion turn mto the delights
of conscious feeling and the delights of conscious fee!
g into the raptures of the stupor of oblivion so that
now Francesco went to sleep mn the arms of the gl
now Agata went to sleep m his How strangely and
confidingly had the shy wild gul submutted to the
caressing compulsion of the priest how devotedly and
happily she obeyed him And when she went to sleep
1n his arms 1t was wich the contented smule with which
the savated nursling s eye closes 1 the arms and on
the breast of 1ts mother But Francesco surveyed the
slumberer with astonishment and love Through her
body went waves of twitches such as the relaxation of
Ife brings with 1t Sometmes the girl cried ouc m
sleep But always 1t was the same nfatuating smile
when she opened her languishing lids and then the
same dyiog mn ultumate abandonment As often as the
youth dozed off 1t seemed to him as 1f some power
weregently gently wresting from him the body which
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he held m his embrace and which he touched every
where with fus own But every tme there followed
upon this brief wresting sensation as he awoke fista
feehng of the mrensest most pratefully realized sweet-
ness an unnamable dream with a bl sful conscious
sensatton of the sweerest reality

This was 1t the frwt of paradise from the tree that
stood 1n the middle of the garden He held 1 an the
embrace of his entire body 1t was frui from the tree
of ife not from the tree of the Lnawledge of gaod and
evil with which the snake had tempted Lve No 1t was
that fruit the enyoyment of whsch made one equal with
God In Francesca any destre for a higher or other bliss
had died our Not on earth and not m heamven were
there rapture that were comparable with s There
was no hing no God whom the young man notng
m excess of feasung would not have felt to be 2 stari~
g beggar His speech had degenerated to a stammer
1o 2 jerky panting He suched tn the mfatuatmg breath
which streamed out berween Agatas open hps He
Lised away the tears of ecstasy hot on the lashes hot
on the cheeks of the girl With closed eyes onlv
blinhing mfrequently each found i the other s own
1ov with eyes directed taward with ardent and clur
voyant emotton But all this was more than enjoyment
1t was something which human speech s inadequate to
express

Francesco celebrated early mass puncrually the next
morning His absence had been noted by nobody his
return not even by Petromlia The precipitation with
whach he had hasuly to cleanse humself jom the waring
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mumstrants 1n the sacnsty and betake himself to the
alrar before the expectant hittle congregation prevented
hum from comung to hus senses This took place when
he was once more mn the parsonage once more 1 his
litle room where the housekeeper set the customary
breakfast before hun But ths recovery did not at once
bong the clearness of sobriety Rather did the old
environment the rising day give to his past expertence
the appearance of something unreal which faded like
a dream of yesterday But here was reality after all
Ang although 1t outdid n fantasuc incredibility any
dream that Francesco had ever dreamed yet he could
not disavow 1t He had fallen fearfully there could be
no quibbling about that the question was w hether any
recovery at all from this plunge this fall into sin was
stll possible The plunge was so deep and from such
a height that the priest could not but desparr of 1t
Not only from an ecclestastical but also from 2 worldly
pomnt of view this ternible fall was unexampled Fran
cesco thought of the Sindaco and how he had talked
with lum touching the possibility of saving the outcasts
of the alp Only now 1n secret and 1n his deep hunulia
tion did he recognize the whole priestly arrogance the
whole overweening conceit that had puffed hum up at
that ume He gntted hus teeth for shame he writhed
with degradation as it were Iike a vamn, unmasked
decerver 1n naked helplessness Had he not just been
a samt> Had not the women and virgns of Soana
looked up to him almost with 1dolatry®

And had he not succeeded mn Lfting the rehgrous
spint of the village to such an extent that attendance
upon mass and at church was actvally becomung
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habirual with the men once more? Now he had become
a traor to God a decever and betrayer of ius parssh
a betrayer of the Church a betrayer of hus farmly
honour 2 betrayer of himself yes even a betrayer
of the despised outcast 11l famed and muserable
Scarabotas whom he had ensnared more than ever m
perdition under the pretext of saving their souls?

Francesco thoughe of lus meather She was a proud
almost masculine wormane who had shielded and led
hum as 2 child with firm hand and whose unbending
will had also prescribed the caurse of his foture fe
He fnew that her sevenity towards fum was nothug
but faming mother Jove and rhat the Jeast clond on
the honour of her son could not but wound her pride
1o the utmost that a serrous dereliction on hus part must
1afltct an meurable injury on the very heart of her bfe
Strange that an connection with her the actual events
that had been recently and clearly expenenced could
not even be concenved Francesco had fallen mnto the
most revoltmg shme 1into the utrermost obstemey of
depravity He had abandoned there his vows as priest
his essence both as 2 Chustian zad the son of his
mother yes cven as a human being The werewolf that
suskmg demomacal beast would have been all that was
left in the opimon of his mother 1n the opimon of alt
men whatsoever 1 so far as they had any knowledge
of the cnme

The young man started up from the char and the
breviary on the table m which he had pretended ta be
absorbed It had scemed to hum ss sf 2 hatl of stones
were ratthing aganst the house  niot i the manner of
the previows day when they were ryng to stone
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Agata but with a hundredfold thousandfold strength
as 1f the parsonage were to be razed or at least turned
nto 2 rubbish heap and he buned under it a5 a flattened
corpse of a porsoned toad He had heard strange
sounds terrible shriehs frantic shouts and knew that
among the frenzied ones who were unw eanedly throw
g stones were not only all the people of Soana the
Stndaco and his wife but also Scarabota and his family
and in the very foreground his own mother

After a few hours very different fantasies and very
different emotions had already displaced the previous
ones Everything that had been born of his heart
searching his horror at the deed his contnition now
seemed never to have eusted A wholly unfamuliar
distress a burning thirst was deying hum up His spie
groaned as one who rolls with parched throat on the
burning desert sand crymng for water The arr seemed
to be without those substances which one requires for
breathing The parsonage became a cage to the priest
between whose walls he strode with aching knees as
restless as a beast of prey resolved if he were not freed
rather than continue 1n such an ewstence to rush
agamst the wall and shatter his skull agamst £ How
15 1t possible to live as a dead man® he ashed himself
as he observed the willagers through the wmdow
How are they willing or able to breathe® How do they
endure therr miserable eustence since they do not
know what T have enjoyed and am now depnved of?

And Francesco grew within himself He looked down
upon popes emperors princes bishops m short upon all
men as men look down upon ants Even i his thirst,
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his musery his deprnation he did so To be sure he
was no longer master of his life A sapreme enchant

ment had made of lum a completely voliontess and
withour Agata complerely hifeless vicim of Eros of
the god who 15 older and mughtrer than Zeus and the
other gods He had read i the wrings of the ancients
about this sorcery and this god and had despised both
with 2 smile Now he saw clearly that one 15 actually
dnven to think of an arrow shot and a deep wound
with which m the opmion of the ancients the god
posoned the blood of his victims This wound burned

bored flamed rankled and gnawed withu him He fele
ternble prereng pams — ull at mghefall, mwardly
almost screaming with happiness he set out for that
same birtle 1sland unnserse which had united ham yester

day with us beloved and where he had agreed upon a
new meetng with her

The mountain herdsman Ludovico known to the
mhabitants of the district as the hereuc of Soana fell
mto sience when he had come to the place where his
manuscript broke off The visitor wonld have hiked to
hear the end of che narrative but when he was franl
enongh to express this deswre his host informed m
that the manuscript went no further He was of the
opinton that the story might well end here andeed must
daso The visitor agreed with am

‘What became of Agata and Francesco of Francesco
and Agata® Did the storv remamn a secret or was it
discorered® Did the lovers find lastung or temporary
pleasure 1 each other®> Did Francesco s mother Jearn
of the affaur® And finally the bstener washed to know
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whether 2 real madent formed the basis of the stosy
or whether 1t was an ont and-out ficuon

I have already smd replied Ludovico paling
shghtly that a real ncident set me to sernbbling
Thereupon he was silent for a long ume  About six
yearsago he contnued, a priest was dnven with stcks
and stones—literally—from the altar and the church
At any rate 1 was so mformed by so many people
when I returned from Argentina to Europe and came
1o this region, that T have no doubt of the occurrence
1self M the Scarab though not
under that name fived here on Monte Generoso The
name Agata 1s invented I simply took it from the lutle
chapel of Sant Agata over which you see the brown
ospreys ate still circhng But the Scarabotas among
other children of sin did really have a grown daughter
and the priest was accused of illictt ntercourse with
her They say he did not disavow the fact, nor evince
the shghtest remorse and they msist that the Pope
excommunicated hum for it. The Scarabotas had to
leave the region They are sad—the parents not the
children—to have died of yellow fever 1 Rio

The wine and the excitement which had been pro
duced n the Listener by the place the hour and the
company and especnlly by the reading of the com
positson combined with all sosts of mysuc aircum
stances made him sull more importunate He asked
again as to the fate of Francesco and Agata In regard
to this the herder could make no statement. They are
merely sa1d to have been for a Jong ume the scandal of
the districe, 1n that they desecrated and profaned the
solitary shrines that are scattered about everywhere
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and musused them as asylums for their mfamous lust
At these words the recluse burst out into Jond wholly
unaccountable and unrestraned laughter

Thoughtful and strangely moved the transmitter of
this traveller s adventure set out for home His diary
contans descriptions of this descent which however
he will not 1asert here The so called blue hour that
comes When the sun has sunk below the horizon was at
any rate especially beautfol on that day One heard
the roar of the waterfall of Soana Just s0 had Francesco
and Agata heard 1t roar Or were they perhaps sull
hearing 1ts sound even at this very moment? Did not
Scarabotas stone pile hie over yonder® Did one not
hear the voices of merry children mingled with the
bleating of goats and sheep comimng thence? The
wanderers hand passed over his face as of trymg to
strip off a confusing vell  had the little narrative which
he had heard really grown file some tiny gentian on a
meadow of this mountain world or had this glorous
supremely gigantic mountain profile this petnfied
battle of guants 1sued from the frame of the hute
story? This and simular things he was thinhing when
his ear was touched by the sonorous voice of a singing
woman It was smd he remembered that the recluse
was marred The voice carnied as in some spactous hall
with fine acoustic properties when people hold ther
breath merely to histen Nature too held her breath
The voice scemed to come out of the rock wall at
times at least 1t seemed to stream out of the roch 1
wide swoops full of fiery sublimity and the most mele
ing sweetness But 1t turned out that the smger was
ascending from quite the opposite direction up the path
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to Ludovicos squar b Sac 35 ©uryirg 4 potten
vessel on her head held st Zely by her rassed $+{t hana
while she led her litle dauer sarh her pghe hand
This gave the full and yet slenter £ fure thar straighy,
delicious bearin, which makes sach 2 ealenin even
subbime impression At the siht 2 vt of conjectare
flashed Iike an rllommnatton throngh the .ol of the
observer

1n all probability he had now bren discovered for
the song suddenly ceased Ile aw the climber
approaching with the full blase of the western sly
fallimg vpon her He heard the child—the mother
answering with a calm deep vorce Then he heard how
the bare soles of the woman st¢pped with 2 slap on the
rough hewn steps With such 2 burden one must step
out firmly and confidently For the waiting man the
moments before this meeting were of unexampled sus-
pense and mystery The woman scemed to grow Ope
saw the tuched up dress saw at every step a knee
momentanly bared saw bare arms and shoulders stand
out saw a round womanly and—despite proud self
consciousness—lovely face surrounded 1n prmime
fashion as if by red brown earth with an abundane
growth of hair Was she not the man woman the
human female the Syrian goddess the smner who fell
out with God 1 order to give herself wholly to man
to her husband®

The returning wanderer had stepped aside and the
shiming vase bearer walked past him her burden allow
g only a scarcely perceptible return of his salutanon
She turned both eyes toward um while her head con
tinued to face straighe forward And over her face as
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she did so stole 3 proud self conscrous reaizing smite
Then she agan fowered her eyes to the path while at
the same tume 2 superhoman light seemed to spatkle
through her lashes The observer was perhaps over
heated by the warmth of the day the wine and every
thing else that he had expenenced bat this 1s cerram
before this woman he felt lumself grow qute quite
small These fall hips curled almost 1 scom for all
thesr infatuating sweetness knew that there was no
contradicting them There was no protection na
armour agmnst the demands of that nech those
shoulders and that breast blessed and surred by the
breath of hfe She chmbed up out of the depths of the
world and past the wondenng scribe—vang she climbs
and climbs into eternsty as the pne mto whose merciless
hands heaven and hel} have been delvered






